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Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

This month, we started our next Tools of the Mind theme: Restaurants.  Each center transformed into a different 
restaurant.  The students loved playing and pretending in the different centers.  The students love the Carvel 
center where children get the opportunity to make their favorite ice cream creations or work at the ice cream 
shop.  In the Dominos center, children get to make their own pizza and could be a waiter or a waitress.  The 
entire student’s imaginative play flourished during these centers.   

The children also participated in our annual Grandparents Day Cookie Decoration celebration on December 6th.  
The children sang Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer and decorated sugar cookies with their grandparents.  The 
children and grandparents both loved it. 
        
This month the children also participated in the winter concert.  They sang Jingle Bells, Rudolph the Red Nose 
Reindeer, and Santa Claus is Coming to Town.  The children did awesome singing in the concert.   

!  
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Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

December was a very fun month! Staff and students were certainly in the holiday spirit in Pre-K! We started this 
month by observing and talking about some of the seasonal changes that take place during winter. We talked 
about some of our favorite winter animals as well. We discovered that penguins were by far our favorite, so we 
made our winter “Stay in Shape with Preschool” bulletin board display featuring penguins made out of the 
different 2D shapes we have learned this month. 

Pre-K students were busy little elves, preparing gifts for their families. Everything came out wonderful and we 
had a great time making our gifts. These gifts also made lovely, festive decorations for our classroom! The 
creation of these crafts helped reinforce fine motor, visual, and perceptual skills while putting us in the holiday 
spirit. In addition to holiday crafts, we continued to do our letter activities. This month, we covered T and I. 
  
In Math, we are learning about basic 2D shapes and everyone is doing a wonderful job! When assessed, 
everyone is able to consistently and accurately identify the shapes we’ve covered thus far. 

Our imaginative play skills continue to grow as we did our Restaurant Tools of the Mind theme. As mentioned 
in our previous month’s narrative, we had a blast creating props for our restaurant play including an ice cream 
parlor, McDonald’s, Panda Express, and a pizzeria.  Through center play, students were engaging their 
imaginations and using new vocabulary specific to the theme. Students took on roles such as cooks, waiters, 
customers, and restaurant owners. Everyone has done a great job staying “in character” and applying their 
knowledge about how restaurants operate in their play. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful 2019! 

!  
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Pre-K Age 4 Full day Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 

On December 6th, we hosted our annual Grandparents Day Cookie Decoration Celebration. The children 
decorated sugar cookies with their grandparents.  Both the children and grandparents really enjoyed this special 
time together.  

We also participated in the Winter Concert.  We sang “Jingle Bells”, “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”, and 
“Santa Claus Is Coming to Town”.  The children were excited to perform for their families and practiced 
singing these songs all month long.   
   
Pre K Age 4 Full Day- Mrs. Rightmyer 

We had a very busy month in Pre-K this December!  We started our month off by introducing our restaurant 
theme.  The children loved pretending to work and visit the different types of restaurants we had as centers.  
There was a drive-thru restaurant where children could get a meal on the go.  We had an ice cream shop where 
children loved making their favorite ice cream creations or working at the ice cream shop.  In the dramatic play 
center, children played different roles in our sit down restaurant.  They could be a waiter or a waitress or be 
dining out with their family.  We had a Chinese restaurant where children made take out containers with 
“noodles” and our pizzeria was always busy with pizza orders!   
                    
In reading and writing class, we have been reading, writing and acting out Magic Tree House     stories. We 
have just finished Pirates Past Noon and are about to read book #5, Night of the Ninjas.  We learned a lot of 
background knowledge about pirates topics through Power Points provided from the Tools of the Mind 
program. As an extension of our penmanship practice, we had a “QU” wedding to celebrate how they always 
stick together.  

Our math topics have been counting numbers 1-30, identifying numbers on a hundred chart and joining 
numbers less than 10.   

In social studies, we spent a few days and created crafts then some winter holidays such as Kwanzaa, Hanukah 
and Christmas. Finally, we went to Felician College for their 60th Anniversary play and went to the South 
Bergen Jointure School in Maywood and performed STEAM labs about Life Science. 

Kindergarten- Mrs. Pagliocca 

What a big day it was for our kindergarten classes when the Q and U were united in matrimony.    The children 
in our class made hats to become a letter of the alphabet as a guest at the wedding to see the letters Q and U join 
together.    The party afterwards was the best part!   The letters were dancing away! 

The children were so excited to go on the school bus for our trip to see the Paper Bag Players perform.  We went 
to Felician University and watched a live performance.  The children were so attentive during the performance.  
I observed them as they were sitting there and all of their eyes were wide open in awe of the actors on the stage.  
It was definitely a trip worth taking, seeing how much they enjoyed it.  

We are looking forward to the New Year and all of the exciting learning activities it will bring!      
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Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

December is an exciting month for all of us. The children loved performing in the holiday show and also 
watching the high school students perform at our school before the winter break.  

They traveled on the school bus to see Paper Bag Players at Felician University. What a wonderful show for the 
children to see. They were very attentive during the performance and so enjoyed seeing a live performance.  

In addition, we went to the South Bergen Jointure STEAM lab. The students absolutely loved the hands on 
experience.  

Our kindergarten was very busy counting to 100 by 10’s and 2’s. We also did patterns on a 100 chart. The 
children were very excited to count down the days until our winter break. 

Jack and Annie kept us intrigued with pirate life. We created many different props to act out with. The children 
loved it! 

In addition, we learned new word families in order to improve our spelling and writing. We learned the entire 
“short a” vowel word families.  

We learned about all the different holiday traditions throughout the month of December. We painted Christmas 
Trees. Also, we created dreidels and menorahs. The students really enjoyed learning about the holiday 
traditions.  

!  

Grade 1 Mrs. Franchini/Ms. Garcia 

December for first grade was fantastic and full of fun! Although short, we were able to fit in a lot of learning 
and activities to make the holiday season the best it could be! In my classroom, students were excited to see the 
Elf on the Shelf watching their every move and handing out tickets to the polar express party. This had every 
child excited to stay on task and continue their best behavior. We also had a “gift of kindness” countdown that 
made each day before winter break special. Each morning, I would turn over a new “gift” that said an act of 
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kindness. The students would then have to do that act throughout the day, such as “help a friend clean out their 
desk.” Throughout the last week December (before break), we had themes every day such as Grinch Day, 
Kwanzaa Day and Rudolph Day. The students were so excited to learn about other winter holidays that they 
were not familiar with! They even made a Kwanzaa book after completing a KWL Chart, as well as a Hanukkah 
activity. A few cookies and hot chocolate was a great end to all the fun!  

Although the month was full of excitement and celebrations, we still had a great month of  
learning! Math is continuing to become more complex, and the students are having a fun time making more 
mathematical explorations on their own. They are becoming great story problems and doubles facts solvers! I 
am excited to start math centers next month; the students look forward to it as well! I cannot wait to have more 
hands-on learning for math time that continues to challenge each and every student.  

In literacy, my class is now experts on the Story Elements. In Guided Reading, they are doing an amazing job at 
identifying the setting, characters, problem and solution. We even started making inferences and using our 
schema to do so! We are also getting much better at center time, with more time for multi-sensory learning. 
Another exciting part of this month is red words! The words are getting more complex, which is challenging the 
students in a great way. Incorporating games into red word learning has definitely helped them learn the words, 
while also enjoying the learning process.  

In writing, my class has become masters at “how-to” writing. They now know how to give step-by-step 
instructions in a sequence by using transition words and detail!  

I am excited to bring in the New Year and see what January has to offer! I cannot wait to have conferences with 
each parent and dive deeper into each student’s achievements!  

Grade 1- Ms. Cortina 

December was a busy month in! We celebrated the holiday season by having Grinch Day, Polar Express Day, 
and Rudolph Day. Students learned all about Kwanzaa and Hanukkah, as well.  

In word study, we have been learning a new skill every week. We covered -NK and -NG ending blends. We 
have learned 60 new red words and when we forget how to spell some of them we use our word wall. We have 
become such great readers! 

In reader's workshop, we have been focusing on problem and solution. My students enjoy the daily five café! 
We break up into centers and a group of students work with the teacher. The others are either listening to a story 
on the iPad, working on the spelling pattern, working on red words, or working on comprehension.  

In math, we finished topic 5: Addition Facts to 20 this month! We learned that when you add three numbers 
together, you can add them in any order and the sum will always be the same. We also learned how to make 
adding three numbers easier by looking for tens, doubles, near doubles, and zeros.  

In social studies, we have started our economics unit. We have learned about needs vs. wants, and how we make 
choices in our daily lives. 
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In writing, we have been focusing on “how-to” writing. The kids enjoy this type of writing because they get to 
teach someone how to make or do something. They are eager to write once they get to their desks! They learned 
about transition words and how important it is to keep their writing organized by using first, next, then and last. 
They are almost finished with their recipes! 

We were lucky enough to have a special guest in our classroom for the month of December! Timmy was sent to 
our classroom from the North Pole! We will miss him ☹  

Overall, it was a very successful month. Bring on the New Year! 

!  

Grade 1- Ms. Cucuzza 

We had a wonderful time throughout the month of December celebrating the holidays. Students participated in a 
number of themed days, including our favorite, Polar Express Day! We loved dressing up in our pajamas while 
drinking hot chocolate and reading holiday books. We also had a blast singing in the holiday concert for all our 
families and friends.  

In reader’s workshop, we finished our third unit of study. Students learned how to compare and contrast events 
in a text, as well as continue to make various connections while reading. Students were able to make text-to-
text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections. As we return from the holiday break, students will begin to 
learn about nonfiction texts in our fourth unit of study.  
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Throughout the month of December, students have mastered final consonant blends. They have also learned –nk 
and –ng glued sounds. We have also learned 15 red words to apply to our reading and writing. Students practice 
new phonics patterns, red words, and reading skills in their daily literacy center rotation. Students continue to 
rotate between 5 centers throughout the week. This is our favorite part of the day!  

In math, children have completed topic 5: Addition Facts to 20. Throughout this topic, students learned how to 
solve two-question problems and word problems with three addends. Students have also started topic 6: 
Subtraction Facts to 20. In this topic, students learned different subtraction strategies. They learned how to 
make 10 to help subtract.  We have also continued using our “mad minute” worksheets to strengthen our math 
fact fluency skills. We are very proud of the number of math facts we are now able to identify in one minute!  

In writing, students continued to learn the writing traits of informative/ explanatory writing. Students followed a 
mentor text to learn how to make a snowman. They learned how to sequence the steps in order, and use the 
appropriate transition words. They will continue to practice this type of writing following the break. Students 
will be able to choose a topic of their choice and teach the students in the class how to do something.  

!  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

During our literacy block, we have begun our study of “blends’ to include, l, r, and s in our Orton-Gillingham 
Sequence. We continue to learn many spelling rules. We have added 60 red words to our word wall.  
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During our reader’s workshop, the children have been introduced to many ways to read independently as well as 
with their partners. We have been very successful working on our center/guided reading groups which continues 
to build upon their independence! 

In math, we continue to work with addition and subtraction strategies most recently using ten frames and tables. 
The children look forward to Math Club each Friday. They are showing great strides in their weekly mad 
minutes. 

In health, we began our discussion of germs! This is a perfect topic as we get into the winter cold and flu 
season. We are continuing for part of January as well. 

December also always brings our traditional week of Holiday activities. We began our week with the story of 
The Grinch who Stole Christmas. The children listened to the story and participated in various activities. We 
continued with Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Day, Hanukkah and Kwanzaa. We rounded off the week with 
the ever popular Polar Express Day, which included pajamas and hot chocolate. The children participated in our 
winter concert and were fantastic! 
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy new year! 

Grade 2- Mrs. Neumuller/Mrs. Albanese 

December has been a fun and festive time in second grade!  

We started the month off on a journey around the world exploring other cultures and their holiday traditions. 
Our first stop was India, where we learned about the fall holiday of Diwali and created beautiful rangoli to 
decorate our halls. Other stops on our holiday adventure included Germany, The Netherlands, Mexico, Israel 
and of course, the United States. The class loved the chance to compare and contrast celebrations around the 
world. We found many similarities to the traditions we take part in and shared personal experiences with one 
another.  

POR/RTI Grades K & 1- Ms. Humphrey  

December has been a very fun month for my kindergarten and first grade class. We have 
learned more letters and sounds. Every day we practice our letters and sounds in a different 
way. The students have started to write three letter words and read sentences. This month we 
read Pirates Past Noon from the Magic Tree House book series. The students learned different 
facts about pirates, pirate ships, and buried treasure. Every day the students listened to a 
chapter from the book, drew a picture and wrote a message.  

In math, we have been learning how to count by 2’s, and 10’s. We watched videos, sang songs, 
and counted in fun ways to learn! At the end of December, my students learned all about 
holidays. The students listened to stories and watched videos about different holidays in the 
winter. I can’t wait to see how much more my students learn in January! 
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Inspired by German gingerbread baking tradition, we created our own “place value” gingerbread houses. 
Students represented place value using corresponding sized decorations to create a unique home for their 
gingerbread pals.  

Number fun continued as we completed topics 6 and 7 in math. Adding and subtracting mentally required us to 
quickly recall basic facts. The class was given multiple strategies to use as they became more comfortable doing 
math in their heads. We also learned that at times there may be missing or extra information given in problems 
that we need to be alerted.  

On December 18th, our class and the other second grades had the chance to attend, “A Christmas Carol,” at 
Montclair State University. This musical version of the Christmas classic reinforced our study of Charles 
Dickens classic tale. We investigated all the character traits that make Ebenezer Scrooge such a strong figure in 
literature. We discussed how different versions of a story may exist over time and compared our book, the film 
and stage version of the story. 
In the end, our class agreed that it is never too late to live your best life!  

This is the lesson we will take with us as we begin writing those New Year resolutions!  

More great things to come for second grade in 2019, that’s for sure! 

Grade 2- Ms. Delatorre  

In math, students have used mental math to add and subtract two digit numbers and a multiple of ten. They 
found the missing part of 100 by counting up from the given part. They also used a hundreds chart for both 
operations, and understand that when starting on a number and moving down and to the right, they are adding 
multiples of tens and then ones.  They determined whether they can solve problems with missing information or 
extra information. Students used the IPad with partners for our collaborative Topic Review game “Kahoot”.  

Students continued to work in their non-fiction reading clubs and discussed recorded ideas. To prepare for the 
class trip to see “A Christmas Carol” students reviewed story elements by watching and listening to various 
versions of this story, and then retold it using story elements. They used character traits to describe multiple 
characters. Students focused on Scrooge, and wrote the steps on how to be a Scrooge. Students made 
predictions and confirmed and revised them about a character.  

In writing, we brainstormed ideas for our class book that will be published. They decided on the title If You 
Give a Minion a Coffee. Each student had their own page for writing and illustrating their part of the book. We 
just sent it out for publishing and can’t wait to see the finished product. For our December bulletin, students 
filled out an elf application and wrote reasons why they should be hired as Santa's elf. They used adjectives in 
their writing. They also used adjectives to describe their “tacky” Christmas sweaters. 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
December, 2018 

!9



Grade 2- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

The students were very excited to attend our class trip to Montclair State University to see the play A Christmas 
Carol.  Prior to our class trip, the students prepared by listening to a shorter adaptation of the story.  The 
students practiced their reading fluency and expression by acting out the story during a reader’s theater 
performance.  Each student made a headband with a picture that represented the character they were playing.  
The students also discussed what character traits are and came up with character traits for the main character in 
the story-Ebenezer Scrooge. They listed the traits of “How to be a Scrooge” on a top hat and attached the top 
hat to a template that resembled Scrooge’s face. 

In reader’s workshop, we have been continuing to “Navigate Through Non-fiction”.  Towards the end of this 
unit the students focused on ways nonfiction readers can tackle tricky words.  Although nonfiction texts may 
look different, many of the same strategies we have been practicing in fiction texts carried over to nonfiction 
reading.  Using text features to help the students figure out new words was a new strategy that was introduced.  
The students also learned that they can ask their reading partner to help them figure out tricky words.   

In writer’s workshop, the students have continued working completed their “How -To” writing pieces. Students 
learned how to write a lead that introduced their topic clearly.  They listed all the steps from their sequence 
chain and completed the writing piece with a closing sentence.  After students edited and revised their writing 
piece they presented them to the class.   

In grammar, the students have been identifying adjectives and adverbs in sentences.  They have been applying 
adjectives and adverbs to their written sentences to enhance their writing.  Each student decorated a snowman in 
their own special way.  Then, they had to write sentences using adjectives that described their snowman.  After 
reading their descriptive sentences you should be able to identify each student’s snowman on the bulletin board 
outside of our classroom.  

In math, we have completed Topics 6.  The students have been practicing mental addition and subtraction.  In 
Topic 6 the students learned how to add tens and ones mentally.  They also used a one hundred chart to add two 
two-digit numbers.  They learned how to add multiples of 10 and look for patterns when solving problems. 

We are using multi-sensory techniques from Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read words 
during word study. The students have practiced reading and spelling words that end with vowel/consonant 
endings.  The students refer to these ending as the three Musketeers.  
(ang, ing, ong, ung).  

In science, we continued our unit on animal biodiversity.    The students read a mini booklet to learn how 
animals survive winter. Students discovered that there are three ways animals survive the winter months. 
Animals hibernate, migrate, or adapt.  After reading the booklet students looked back into the text to find the 
answer to various comprehension questions.  Afterwards students were given animal picture cards to sort into 

In social studies, students learned about the events leading up to Pearl Harbor and created a 
peace poppy to honor those who were killed. They learned how they can make good choices 
when they choose what to buy, identified and gave examples of what is gained and lost (given 
up) in choosing one of several alternatives.   
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the category that describes how they survive during the winter months.   

!  

Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

In December, we had a blast traveling around the world to learn about the different holidays celebrated. We 
traveled to Canada, Mexico, The Netherlands, Germany, India and Mexico. Second grade also had the pleasure 
of learning all about the Christmas Carol and the Nutcracker while using character trait skills to analyze 
Ebenezer Scrooge’s character from the beginning of the story to the end.  

In math, we finished our unit on mental math; students also began “meditation math”. Before we begin our math 
block, yoga music is played and we practice breathing exercises while reviewing mental math strategies. It 
really helps calm us down!  

Finally in writing, we wrote our “how-to” papers. MANY of the second graders wrote about “how-to” make 
slime. To put their directions to the test, I followed their instructions step-by-step to see if they were clear, easy 
to follow and produce the final product. 

POR/RTI Grade 2- Mrs. Caicedo 

December was a busy and exciting month in the resource center! 

In reading, students have learned the routine of the classroom and work hard during the time  
Superintendent’s Monthly Report 

December, 2018 
!11



spent here. Students are continuing working on red and green words, using a multisensory approach to learning 
phonics. Additionally, they are independently reading books on their reading level and in the area of 
comprehension; students have been focusing on the skills fact and opinion and are beginning to work on 
drawing conclusions. 

In mathematics, students have been working hard on place value and just finished beginning strategies for two-
digit subtraction. We just finished chapter 7 of the Pearson enVision program. Students will begin chapter 8, 
which will focus entirely on two-digit addition with and without regrouping! 

Kidz Care Club met in December to work on making holiday crafts for all of the staff members of Doyle 
School. We will meet twice in January to complete a project for the 100th Day of School! 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

Winter wonderland was definitely in the air this month!   Grade 3 students continued to amaze me this month.  
They showed how far kindness will take you and how easy is it to be nice to each other.  Part of their 
cooperative learning this month, students were asked to pick partners that they have never worked with before.  
Such a proud teacher moment!  It was very rewarding to watch students complement each other! Independent 
skills will continue to be an important skill to master as we head into the New Year.  New web sites were 
discovered this month.  Keyboarding skills were impressive this month and they will only get better!   Please 
remember to check your child’s planner each night as well as my web site for important dates and reminders.   

In literacy, students continued to master many skills and strategies to help comprehend and dissect text.  Along 
with finding the main idea, details and character traits, students learned how to identify a passage’s theme.  
Students created their own themes or life’s lessons that apply to them both at home and at school.  Our daily 
“book talks” in the story circle continued to be an excellent opportunity for students to share their thoughts and 
feelings about the novel being read.  The story circle was the perfect environment for addressing high level 
questions and responding to text while thinking outside of the box!  Check out your child’s Google Classroom 
account!  You will be so proud of the work they have completed this month.  They successfully responded to 
text using RACE evidence terms.  Did someone say it’s time to SHARE??  My third grade students learned how 
to complete a Google Doc, add an illustration and share it with me.  If you have a Gmail account, they can share 
it with you, too!  Terms such as font and spell check became part of our daily lessons this month.    

In reader’s workshop, all students started their reading adventures on Razz Kids and Readworks.  Both web 
sites are excellent online reading tools.  Each site allows students to access books based on their reading level as 
well as their interest level.  This month, students accessed several impressive non-fiction and fiction titles.  Let 
your child impress you…allow them to access the web sites at home!  Readworks, RazKids, Tumblebooks, 
Storyline Online… are all excellent reading tools.  . 

Periods 3&4 completed their journey to Camelot with Jack and Annie!  Centers made the story come alive.  
This action packed book kept the students predicting and wondering what would happen next.  Students helped 
provide their own visuals of the places Jack and Annie encountered during their quest.  My students already 
successfully completed 3 novels!!!  Way to go!!!! 
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Periods 6&7 learned what was necessary to earn a halo while on the crazy adventure with Suds and his third 
grade classmates in Third Grade Angels.  Activities on Google Classroom kept their comprehension skills sharp.  
Predictions were made during Book Talks and character traits were compared and contrasted.  These little 
readers also completed 3 novels!!!  Am I proud or what??!!!!! 

In writer’s workshop, students completed their unit on sequencing story events.  Each completed a “how to” 
writing piece in Google Docs.  Writing pieces were produced that outlined the important steps on how to make 
something, play something, or do something! This type of writing helped sharpen sequencing and logic skills. 

As second marking period nears an end in January, we will move onto informational text writing.  Students will 
be making brochures based on research that they will complete in class.  I am really looking forward to this next 
writing unit! 

Third marking period will see the start of working with paired passages and essay responses.  Students will be 
introduced to fables, poetry, and figurative language.  Genres choices will be at all-time high in third marking 
period! 

How can these little young minds be done with four months of third grade already?!  Time is really flying!  
Thank you for your continued support in all we do.   

Remember…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.    
Don’t forget to check out my web site on the Wood-Ridge Schools web page!!   
If you signed up for a January conference, your reminder will be coming home soon.  
                 
Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Our math class continued to learn multiplication this month including the Commutative and Associative 
Properties of Multiplication.  The students enjoy practicing their multiplication facts by playing “Kahoot”.  
“Kahoot” is a quiz game that the whole class can participate in while using their Chrome books.  It is an 
exciting way for the students to review what they have learned and they are eager to finish their work each day 
in hopes of getting a chance to play.  Students are also continuing to use Imagine Math to strengthen all areas of 
math and in many cases get a sneak peek into future math lessons.   Multiplication belt tests are just another 
way students are continuing to master multiplication.  Students are diligently working on their journey to 
receive all twelve belts.  Each belt represents one of the times tables.  Students race the clock to conquer all of 
the facts for a belt in 60 seconds!  It is very challenging and has sparked great interest in multiplying.   

Social Studies:  This month students learned about the beginning of our nation as well as many great inventors 
and activists that helped shape it.  Students saw how inventions in transportation allowed for settlement in the 
West.  Students were eager to learn about the trials and tribulations of the early American settlers and were 
intrigued by the hardships they faced.  Students wrapped up the unit by choosing an inventor or activist in 
which to complete a mini biography and are looking forward to presenting them next month. 

 
Special Event:  This month students embarked on the first of three trips to the STEAM lab in Maywood. 
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 Students worked in groups to construct hydraulic claws.  It was a fun and educational experience and the 
students enjoyed testing their creations. 

Grade 3- Ms. Moccia 

In math this month, we continued to dive into learning multiplication.  In topic 5, students began to learn 
multiplication tables.  The tables that the students have been working on so far are 0, 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, and 
multiplying with factors of 10.  Students are motivated to work on mastering their multiplication tables and this 
is reinforced in class.  Students take one minute multiplication belt tests.  Each student has a goal to earn a 
multiplication belt for all multiplication facts.  Once they have mastered all multiplication facts, 1 through 12, 
they receive a prize for becoming a multiplication master!   

In topic 6, students have been learning the remainder of the multiplication tables.  These tables were 3, 4, 6, 7, 
and 8.   While learning these tables the students continued to practice multiplication problem solving strategies.  
These strategies are arrays, drawing equal groups, repeated addition, and multiplication trees. 
   
In social studies, we finished topic 6.  In topic 6, we are learning how travel, communication, medicine, and 
new ideas have helped the nation change and prosper from the 1800’s to present time.  One important American 
leader who shared new ideas was Thurgood Marshall.  The students worked in pairs and read books on 
Thurgood Marshall.  They then worked together to create a poster presentation for the class.   
  

!  
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POR/RTI Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

December was a lot of fun! 

In resource literacy class, we continued our Orton-Gillingham/phonetic sequence and have reviewed all learned 
phonemes.  We learned the three “au” sounds spelled aw, au, and a.  We also learned the two spelling patterns of 
oy and oi.  We continue to review red words, work on our sentence structure, and practice capitalization and 
punctuation.  For our writing skills, we have worked on writing summaries after reading texts. 
   
For reading comprehension, we read the fun fictional story of December Dog.  The students had a great time 
trying to figure out the solution to the mystery!  We also focused on sequencing, and drew comics of the order 
of scenes in the book.  To wrap it all up, the children wrote a summary, using transitional words of sequence, to 
retell the plot of the book. 

In math, we began Topic 5 in the EnVision math series.  We are completely immersed in the attaining the 
multiplication facts by memory!  We make flashcards, create art projects, sing songs, do computer drill games, 
multiplication board games, etc!  The students have done a great job of memorizing the 0,1,2,5, and 10 times 
tables so far! 

For January, we look forward to learning cursive and more times table facts. 

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

We finished the third grade speech student’s holiday project. After making their presentations in each class 
which were evaluated by each classroom teacher, they collected gifts and everyday items to be distributed to 
needy families from Newark.  On December 17th they came and the students helped load vans with the items 
they had collected to be brought to the homeless shelter. This is the 25th year for this project.  

Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a stocking craft to get in the holiday spirit! I incorporated each child’s goal in this 
activity. If a child has language goals, I had them think of words that had to do with winter or if they celebrated 
Christmas, and what they wanted from Santa. We thought of words together as a group and then completed the 
craft. If a child has articulation goals, I had the children cut out pictures that contained their speech sounds and 
they glued it on their stockings. For children in Pre-K or kindergarten, I targeted goals such as following 
directions, increasing MLU (I see a stocking!) and requesting items (red crayon please!). This was a great 
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activity that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so every child could participate. After, I hung up the stockings 
in my speech room for all of the children to admire their good work. 

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFilippo 

During the month of December, students continued to work towards their individual OT goals including 
increasing graph motor parameters, visual perceptual/motor skills, and sensory processing. Continued efforts 
have been made adapt or modify the environment and offer teacher’s strategies to implement on a daily basis to 
afford success for their students. As the weather gets colder, a focus has also been on encouraging independence 
in activities of daily living such as managing clothing (specifically winter jackets) and fastener management 
(i.e. zippers, buttons, snaps). Sensory strategies continue to be implemented for students who benefit from 
movement breaks throughout the day to increase attention in the classroom environment.

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

SOCCER has been the main theme for the month of December. Throughout the busy month Doyle students have 
been engaged in our soccer unit. They started off the unit by learning the basics of the sport and practicing 
fundamental soccer skills such as dribbling (with legs/feet) & ball control, passing & trapping, (offense) 
shooting & scoring, (defense) blocking & stealing. Eventually putting those skills into practice through soccer 
lead-up games such as Soccer Pirates, Soccer Minefield, Two Player Soccer Scramble, Soccer Wall-Ball, and 
Sideline Soccer. Ultimately the second & third graders ended the unit by playing in mini soccer games with less 
players than normal playing per game (i.e. 3 vs 3) in addition to using less time to play each game (about 2 
minutes) in an effort to maintain a quick game rotation schedule, which in turn should lead to more games being 
played. Meanwhile, the younger students (PK – 1) continued to focus on more skills drills and play mostly 
noncompetitive soccer lead-up games.   
  
Additionally, from a cognitive standpoint the students were also able to compare both similarities  

& differences that soccer has with other team sports such as basketball, football, (field) hockey  
comparing those sports can include but are not limited to the following aspects: proper floor/field spacing, 
positional responsibilities, passing to teammates, team communication, effective teamwork & cooperation, the 
use of one ball at a time to play the game, team-oriented offensive & defensive strategies, and all players on the 
same team sharing common interests and having the same goal(s).  

On the other hand, some of the differences to point out in-between those same team sports can include but also 
not limited to; the use of different body parts (i.e. hands, feet) allowed to make contact with the ball, required 
use of equipment needed to handle/manipulate the ball in certain sports (i.e. hockey & lax sticks), the use of 
different player safety equipment (i.e. helmets, shin guards), amount of players in a starting lineup, and different 
rules to play by.   
GOOOOAAAAAALL BLUE DEVILS!!!  

Also, a big focus for our 3rd graders in the month of December has been the Elks Hoop Shoot Free Throw 
Contest. The Elks Hoop Shoot contest is a foul shooting contest that is held every year and hosted by the Elks 
Social Club. Third grade students were given the opportunity to compete in the first level of this competition, 
every participating student had a total of 6 free throws to shoot, however the first shot is just a bonus warm-up 
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shot and would not count for or against the shooter’s final score. After the first shot (warm-up) the following 5 
will count as score shots. In this contest there are 3 total divisions which are divided by age; 8 & 9, 10 & 11, 12 
& 13 year olds. Within each division there is a boy group and a girl group.  However the third graders were only 
eligible to compete in one of the three categories: 8 & 9.  

The following students emerged as the top shot winners for their division/group: 

Ages 8 & 9 

Boys: Nicholas Prato (Campagna)  
Girls: Mikaela Pavlovic (Moccia) 

These 2 winners have now earned themselves the opportunity to represent Doyle school on January 3, 2019 at 
Hasbrouck Heights High School where they will then compete against other students from local surrounding 
towns.  

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second, and third grade students have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been 
practicing reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the appropriate 
letter name and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones.  

Students also finished up learning about classical and modern composers, respectively. Kindergarten and Pre-K 
have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, You're a Grand Old Flag and Let's Go Fly a 
Kite. Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah. Kindergarten 
and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood folk songs on the xylophones 
such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 

!  
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 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 

ELA 
 This month in Language Arts, we focused on reading non-fiction and informational texts! Primarily, our 
goal was to master identifying and explaining main ideas and supporting details. This was done using various 
informational texts from our classroom library, informational articles from magazines/other online resources, 
and our Read for Real books. Students also completed several other collaborative, hands-on activities, including 
a “Main Idea Mystery Bag” activity. Students were put into groups of four or five. Then, each group was 
required to use the clues in their five bags to identify the mystery topic of the bag. Once students identified the 
clues and topics, they worked together to write one main idea statement for each bag. Our classes loved this 
activity so much, we did it twice! We definitely have some future detectives in fourth grade ☺. To conclude our 
unit on main idea, students completed an assessment, followed by a “Main Idea Ice Cream craft-ivity”. Yum! 

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine Doyle School students have been very busy completing their Hour of Code through 
Code.org. They used a number of problem solving skills as well as critical thinking skills to 
develop specific gaming codes in order to complete their tasks. Based on their level of ability, 
students explored Minecraft Hero’s Journey, Minecraft Adventurer, Minecraft Designer, and 
Google Santa Tracker Code.  

Students with the most lines of  code:  
• Grade 3: Alexander Acemyan with 571 lines of code.  
• Grade 2: Joseph Boccassini with 497 lines of code.  
• Grade 1: Burak Gulal with 200 lines of code. 

ESL- Ms. Manicone 

In December, we have learned about community helpers.  We talked about different jobs that 
people perform in our community.  Students identified various community helpers, and described 
their jobs.  We read and listened to stories about different careers people have, and how they help 
people.  At the end of the month, students created their own books about their favorite community 
helpers.    
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Social Studies 
 This month, students reexamined chapter one of our Social Studies books, focusing on New Jersey’s 
geography, four regions, and environment. Students learned about New Jersey’s various landforms, how New 
Jersey’s four regions differ from one another, and how humans have impacted the environment of New Jersey 
(and the world) over time. Students also had the opportunity to take an online “tour” of New Jersey’s four 
regions, and create a poster depicting one environmental issue in New Jersey and solution for the problem. 

We also had our Lenni Lenape village presentations this month! The students did a fabulous job, and I 
am so proud of their hard work. Thank you to everyone who took the time to come see the students’ amazing 
dioramas!  

Extensions 
 Students have been continuing building on their typing skills during extensions. We have also continued 
to focus on developing the students’ social emotional skills. We have been incorporating the Sanford Harmony 
lessons into our classes, along with read-a-louds and writing assignments that aim to teach students tolerance. 
For the remainder of December, we also focused on mindfulness. Mindfulness is “a mental state achieved by 
focusing one's awareness on the present moment, while calmly acknowledging and accepting one's feelings, 
thoughts, and bodily sensations, used as a therapeutic technique” (Mindfulness. Oxford’s English Dictionary. 
Retrieved from http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/118742?redirectedFrom=mindfulness#eid). One craft-ivity we 
completed to reinforce mindfulness was our “Warm Hearts Mugs”. Students identified a time when they have 
felt afraid, anxious, or upset. Then, students learned to cope with these feelings by being present, and thinking 
of things they have now that bring them comfort. 

Grade 4 – Johnson 

Math1 – In the past month, the children have been working Chapter 9 and 10 which involves long division.  We 
started by dividing 2-digit numbers with remainders and will continue with larger numbers resulting in 3 and 4- 
digit quotients. We practice these skills using various centers that help to keep all math skills fresh.  As we 
return to school after the winter break, we will be continuing to work with division skills by including an 
additional unit where the children learn to determine the range, mean, median, and mode of data.  During the 
last few months, we instituted “Geometry Mondays”.  Each Monday we work on various geometry skills.  This 
will help to review and refresh the children’s geometry skills throughout the school year.  We have reviewed 
geometric terms and are learning how to use protractors to measure angles. 

Math 2 – In December, the class worked on multiplying 2-digit by 2-digit numbers, as we are completing 
Topics 7 and 8 in our textbook.  We have learned different methods that could be used to help arrive at a 
problem’s final product, including both the box method and the traditional method.  During the last few months, 
we instituted “Geometry Mondays”.  Each Monday we work on various geometry skills.  This will help to 
review and refresh the children’s geometry skills throughout the school year.  We have reviewed geometric 
terms and are learning how to use protractors to measure angles. 

As always, keep reviewing those basic multiplication and division math facts. 

Science -  We have been studying Earth Science units as we learned about forces that can cause both slow and 
rapid changes to the surface of the earth.   We have now started our Life Science units starting with plants and 
animals and the structures they have that help them survive in their environments. 
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 Grade 4 – Hamerling 

Social Studies 
  
 This month, students focused on Chapter 1: The Geography of New Jersey.  In Lesson 1, students 
learned about New Jersey’s physical geography, human geography, and population.  Students learned about 
different types of landforms, as well as how the state’s physical geography plays a role in where people would 
like to live.  A discussion on how people change and use the land was covered as well.  In Lesson 2, students 
learned about the four regions of New Jersey - Appalachian Ridge and Valley, Highlands, Piedmont Plateau, and 
Atlantic Coastal Plain.  Characteristics of each region was discussed in depth and located on a map.  Lesson 3 
discussed New Jersey’s environment and how over time, numerous factors changed the state both negatively 
and positively. 
 The month ended with our Lenape Project Presentations.  Parents and guardians were invited to view 
each group’s project.  Students worked very hard on their projects and were very enthusiastic when explaining 
to parents about the Lenape Indians and what they included in their dioramas. 

Language Arts 
  
 Our unit focus for the month of December was Main Idea and Details.  First, students discussed the 
terms topic, main idea, and details to make sure they understood these concepts.  Students learned how to use a 
variety of graphic organizers (ice cream cone, box and bullets, etc) to help identify the main idea and details in a 
nonfiction text.   Students read a number of Science and Social Studies articles, as well as listened to a 
biography text, in order to practice identifying the main idea of paragraphs, smaller sections, and even the entire 
text.  In addition, a final project was created based on this skill.  Students were given the task of reading an 
article about polar bears or snowflakes, identifying the main idea and three supporting details from the text, and 
creating their own main idea ice cream cone, which was then displayed on the bulletin board. 

!  
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Grade 4 – Romoff 

Math continues to be a lot of fun in fourth grade. The students have become multiplication experts and are able 
to multiply two-digit numbers by two-digit numbers using a variety of strategies. We have also been focusing 
on word problems and strategies associated with these difficult problems. Geometry skills have also been 
introduced in math. Students have been using protractors to measure angles and have discovered that reading 
the protractor can be quite challenging! 

In Science, we have concluded our unit on Earth Processes. The students learned a tremendous amount of how 
plate tectonics play a role in shaping the earth. The children learned the various ways mountains can be formed 
and how earthquakes occur. They also learned about the Richter Scale and how the earthquakes are measured. 
Along with learning about the intensity of earthquakes, students learned about the 4 different types of seismic 
waves and were able to recreate some waves using a slinky. Videos were also shown in class to help with the 
understanding of the Earth Processes. 

Grade 4 – Trentacosti 

Language Arts 
  
 Our unit focus for the month of December was Main Idea and Details.  First, students discussed the 
terms topic, main idea, and details to make sure they understood these concepts.  Students learned how to use a 
variety of graphic organizers (ice cream cone, box and bullets, etc) to help identify the main idea and details in a 
nonfiction text.   Students read a number of Science and Social Studies articles, as well as listened to a 
biography text, in order to practice identifying the main idea of paragraphs, smaller sections, and even the entire 
text.   

As an activity, students worked collaboratively to identify the topic, main idea, and details from a “mystery 
bag” of pictures resulting in a typed write up of their own.  In addition, a final project was created based on this 
skill.  Students were given the task of reading an article about a famous ice cream company, identifying the 
main idea and three supporting details from the text, and creating their own main idea ice cream cone, which 
was then displayed on a bulletin board in the hallway. 

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

Science 
How are living things in an Ecosystem Related? 

We wrapped up our unit on energy and are presently working on learning all about how living organisms in an 
ecosystem are related by their methods of obtaining energy and their sources of energy.  We kicked off the new 
year by creating food chains and learning all about consumers producers and decomposers in an ecosystem.  
During the month of January we will continue to focus an ecosystem and will examine the remains of an owl’s 
meal.  Students will discover how owls are related to other organisms in their ecosystem by dissecting an owl 
pellet and reconstructing its remains.  This hands on lab will be a great way of wrapping up our ecosystem unit!  
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Math 

Math- Topic 8 focused on Algebra skills.  Students learned how to write expressions using variables, use order 
of operations to simplify expressions as well as to solve expressions with various operations. Students also had 
opportunities to work in centers and polish their calculator skills while solving input output tables and 
numerical expressions.   We are looking forward to completing our unit on Fractions during the month of 
January.     

Grade 5 – Muscle 

Language Arts/Reading:  
To conclude the novel Maniac Magee, students worked on a project as it related to the novel. Students 

were given a choice board of three different projects: a comic strip depicting a scene from the book, a “missing 
person” poster as it related to the main character, or a collage that depicted important people and events in the 
book. Students worked on the projects in class and then presented their final projects to class. Students also took 
an assessment on the entire book which incorporated some vocabulary and comprehension questions discussed 
throughout the novel.    

Students began working on writing essays about the New Year’s Resolutions. Students also began 
working on identifying nonfiction text features. Students completed various activities, in cooperative groups 
and independently, about text features including hands on and digital scavenger hunts.  

Social Studies:  
Students have been working on Chapter 3 Lessons 1 and 2, which discusses the Spanish and early 

English colonization in the Americas. Students read about the creation of Roanoke and Jamestown colonies. As 
part of a lesson extension, students read materials from other sources about important people from the 
Jamestown colony, including Pocahontas and John Smith. Students worked on an interactive Jamestown activity 
on their Chromebooks. Students had to create their own virtual Jamestown settlement while considering how 
they would keep their colonists fed, healthy, and safe. Students then responded to questions based on the effects 
of their decisions.  

The students are continuing with the DARE program. Detective Dave Marchitelli and Officer Joe 
Vitkovsky of the Wood-Ridge Police Department came to the classroom to discuss the DARE Making Decision 
Model. Students reviewed strategies that coordinate with the acronym of DARE and ten additional ways to say 
“No.” Students will begin the program to discuss the effects of tobacco.  

Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
This class has continued to work hard and get their work done and move at a pretty fast pace; what a great way 
to end the (official) year!!   We completed Topic 9 at the start of the month, which was the introduction to 
fractions.  Since then, we have worked through and completed Topic 10: Adding and Subtracting Mixed 
Numbers. When we return after the New Year, we will be starting Topic 11: Multiplying and Dividing Fractions 
and Mixed Numbers.  I have started to prepare many centers for the class to work on in the new year that 
involve tying together all of the topics on fractions (adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing).  I am 
looking forward to watching them work through the different activities!  
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Math:  
We have moved away from writing and solving equations in Topic 8 and have started and completed Topic 9 
which entails the introduction of fractions.  We simplified fractions, found equivalent fractions as well as the 
least common multiples (LCM), and least common denominators (LCD).  We added and subtracted fractions 
with unlike denominators too. At the end the month, we made sure that we got our Topic 9 Test in so that they 
still had all their knowledge on fractions fresh in their minds before the break.  When we return after the New 
Year, we will continue with fractions by reviewing Topic 9 and then moving onto Topic 10: Adding and 
Subtracting Mixed Numbers. 

Science Classes: 
In Science, our class is working on the unit of Ecosystems.  Both classes did an amazing job on their Food Web 
projects, which are all displayed throughout my classroom.  The class is really enjoying this unit.  After the 
project, we moved further into the unit and started talking about the importance of decomposers in an 
ecosystem. When we return from the break the classes will be completing a lab on the decomposition of bread. 
The lab will be giving them eight different environments to place the bread within our classroom. They will 
have to make a hypothesis about which environment would decompose the bread the fastest vs. the slowest. I 
also have a bunch of exciting things for the class to participate it, such as a making themselves into one giant 
food web and dissecting an owl pellet both in class as well as virtually. Stay tuned next month for pictures of all 
of these activities.     

Grade 5 – Palmieri 

 ELA: 
To conclude the novel Maniac Magee, students worked on a project as it related to the novel. Students were 
given a choice board of three different projects: a comic strip depicting a scene from the book, a “missing 
person” poster as it related to the main character, or a collage that depicted important people and events in the 
book. Students worked on the projects in class then presented their final projects to class. Students also took an 
assessment on the entire book which incorporated some vocabulary and comprehension questions discussed 
throughout the novel.   Students began working on writing essays about the New Year’s resolutions. Students 
also began working on identifying text features. Students completed various activities about text features 
including hands on and digital scavenger hunts.  

Social Studies: Students have been working on chapter 3 lessons 1 and 2 which discusses the Spanish colony in 
the Americas. Students read about the creation of Roanoke and Jamestown. As part of a lesson extension, 
students worked on an interactive Jamestown activity on their Chromebooks. Students had to create their own 
virtual Jamestown settlement while considering how they would keep their colonists fed, healthy, and safe. 
Students then responded to questions based on the effects of their decisions.  

  
Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- Throughout the month of December we worked on our poetry unit.  We studied several different poets, 
including Emily Dickinson.  We discussed themes and studied how these poets use figurative language.  We 
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reviewed common figurative language devices such as simile, metaphor, personification, and hyperbole.  We 
also studied the rhyme patterns of poetry and learned what a poem’s meter is and how that effects how we read 
poetry.  We are finished up our unit with the famous poet project.  Students chose a poem that they liked and 
researched the poet and designed a poster.  We presented these to the class to practice our public speaking skills.  
We are proud of our finished work! 

� 	

We wrote literary essays on the book Holes.  We constructed a thesis statement and used evidence and direct 
quotes from the text to back our thesis statements up.  We all did very well presenting and backing up our 
literary arguments.  The students learned the importance of backing up your arguments with strong evidence. 

In January, we are beginning our unit on reading and analyzing non- fiction.  We will be working in the Read 
for Real books.   We will then be writing essays using different sources to practice drawing important details to 
defend a thesis. 

Social Studies – We are just finishing up the interesting chapter on Ancient Egypt. The students created their 
names using hieroglyphs.  We will culminate our unit by watching an interesting documentary on how forensic 
scientists determined the cause of King Tut’s death.  This chapter is always a favorite in grade 6.  The next 
chapter we are starting is Ancient India.  We are excited to continue our learning process of different ancient 
cultures. 
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� 	

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
Language Arts- Our Figurative Language unit produced great work! Students studied similes, metaphors, 
personification, alliteration, onomatopoeias, hyperboles, and idioms. All students enjoyed sharing their creative 
onomatopoeia stories with their peers. Students worked very hard on researching and analyzing a famous poet 
and one of their poems.  Each student presented a poster explaining why they chose their poem, the life of the 
poet, interesting facts about the poet, and examples of figurative language within their poem.  Job well done!   

�  

Social Studies-Due to popular demand, we will continue with our study of Chapter 3, Ancient Egypt and Nubia. 
Students will create Google Slides in class after Winter Break. Students will have the opportunity to work with 
a partner or individually.  Students will be graded on originality, text font, content accuracy, spelling and 
grammar, use of graphics, and cooperation.  I’m looking forward to seeing all the great information and 
attractive Google Slides!   
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Grade 6 – Molta 

The month of December has flown by us here in sixth grade! The students had a ton of holiday spirit. They were 
extremely thoughtful in their gift choices at the holiday boutique. They enjoyed taking part in Ugly Christmas 
Sweater day. They also proved to be a great audience as their peers performed in the Winter Concert! 

Math – At the beginning of December we concluded our unit on Equations. We then began our unit on 
Inequalities. Students can now fluently write, graph and solve inequalities! We played many fun games along 
the way – I Have Who Has, Inequalities Memory Match, and more! Students also had the opportunity to create 
a class calendar for 2019.  

Science – After our unit on Weather concluded, we spent some time researching current events. Students 
enjoyed the opportunity to research and learn about things of particular interest to them. We also started creating 
our own picture book! The book will be published through Studentreasures. Students have been working in 
small groups to write and illustrate stories pertaining to weather. The different chapters in our book include: 
Nonfiction Natural Disasters, I Survived!, and Animal Rain! 

Grade 6 – Negro 

    December was a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students continued to study weather.  Students 
worked as part of a team to create a PSA about preparing for a massive storm.  Students had the option of 
creating their announcements using Google Slides or as a paper brochure.  Students also learned about the 
different tools that meteorologists use and about the different types of severe weather that can occur.  Near the 
end of the month students began working on a project that will allow them to become published authors.  With a 
partner, they are authoring and illustrating stories about a person who survives a severe weather event or about a 
person who experiences animal rain.  The students’ stories will be sent to Student Treasures Publishing, and our 
class will receive a hard bound book featuring their work.  Parents were also given the option of purchasing a 
copy of the finished book. 

     In math, we completed our study of equations.  Students worked on writing equations to solve problems.  In 
addition, the HP students worked on writing and solving two-step equations.  Students demonstrated their 
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understanding of equations by creating an equations calendar for 2019.  Students learned how to write, translate, 
solve and graph inequalities.  (photo below of students working with a partner to graph inequalities) HP 
students also learned how to solve two step inequalities and how to apply the “golden rule of inequalities”.   

� 	

Special Education – Albanese 

Language Arts:  

The students were working on text features that would be found in Non-fiction text. Once, the students were 
assessed on their knowledge of the material. The students worked on a text features poster where they displayed 
their understanding of the material.  Currently, the students are working on the main idea when reading a 
passage. The students will know the difference between the main idea and supporting details. -Kathleen 
Albanese 12/2018 

� 	
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Math:  

The students are working on multiplying multiply digits numbers by one. The students were assessed on their 
understanding of multiplication. They were taught two different ways on how to solve for multiplication 
problems. The box method and standard algorithm were the two different ways that the students were able to 
solve for multiplication. Eventually, the students will be multiplying three to four digit numbers by one number.  
-Kathleen Albanese 12/2018 

� 	
RTI:  

The students are working on topics that are being learned in the classroom. An example of what the students are 
learning about how to solve for multiplication and division word problems. A review of multiplication practice 
is helpful for the students. The other section of RTI in Language Arts is currently doing writing prompts and 
analyzing character traits. This section alternates between Language Arts and Math.  -Kathleen Albanese 
12/2018 

Special Education – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 
This month students continued the unit on Algebraic Expressions.  Students learned the names for the parts of 
an expression.  They were exposed to simplifying expressions using color coding.  Students were then exposed 
to the distributive property.  The class then moved on to solving equations for addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division.  Students learned about inverses and how they are used to solve equations.  
Students ended the month by creating a holiday wishlist using flyers from favorite stores.  They had a specific 
budget that they could not go over and had to add decimals to find their total. 

The students have been using IXL to further extend their practice of skills they are learning in class.  Students 
are also using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the weekly 
topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. 

 Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
This month the students learned about poetry!  Students used interactive notebooks to create their own notes 
useful for building independence with studying.  We started out by identifying examples of figurative language 
and sound devices in poetry:  simile, metaphor, hyperbole, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
consonance, and assonance.  Next we looked at rhyme and rhythm: types of rhyme, structures, and rhyme 
scheme.  Students then learned about different famous poets on Brain Pop.  Students conducted a mini research 
project on a poet.  They also had to use what they learned in the poetry unit and apply it to annotating a poem by 
their poet.  They completed this project on Google Slides. 
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Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  This month the class has been working on geometry:  quadrant 1 
of the coordinate plane and plotting coordinate pairs as well as categorizing two dimensional shapes.   This are 
areas of weakness in PARCC for the 2017-2018 school year.  The students have also extended their knowledge 
in equations to support what they are learning in their 6th grade math class. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
This month the class continued Chapter 3:  Ancient Egypt.  Students read about pharaohs/leaders of Ancient 
Egypt.  They learned about social class and roles of people in society.  THey students read about the importance 
of Rosetta Stone, Ancient Egyptians belief in the afterlife, and mummy making.  The students learned to write 
their names in Hieroglyphics.  They enjoyed this project. 

Special Education – Lanfranchi 

5th Grade ELA 
 Our class novel study came to an end during the month of December.  As a culminating activity, students 
created Maniac Magee wanted posters.  Each poster included text evidence and visual representations of 
characters and events from the novel.  This month, students have also been working on a variety of text 
structures.  They created a ‘text features toolbox’ to help identify each nonfiction text feature.   

5th Grade Mathematics 
During the month of December, students continued working on Topic 8: Numerical Expressions, 

Patterns, and Relationships.  Our class was introduced to variables and using variables to write expressions. 
This skill helped our students evaluate numerical and algebraic expressions using order of operations.  Students 
worked very hard to simplify expressions using PEMDAS.Students completed Topic 8 this month by focusing 
on how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide expressions.  To do this, students used input/output tables to find 
the rule and then find the missing numbers in the table. Our class also continues to use Think Through Math, 
IXL, and learning centers weekly to reinforce math skills. 

5th Social Studies ICS 
During the month of December, students began Chapter 3: Settlements Take Root to discuss why 

immigrants left their homelands because of political and economic troubles, to find freedom on religion, or for 
economic opportunities. 

5th Science ICS 
During the month of December, our class continued discussing Energy.  We created a rollercoaster using 

insulation tubes and classroom materials to show how height and energy are closing related.  Students saw the 
difference between potential and kinetic energy through various tests throughout this experiment. This 
knowledge will provide background knowledge to as we move into Energy and Matter in Ecosystems. 

5th Grade RTI 
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To further practice working on identifying main ideas of a text, students have been reading various 
articles and completing center activities. 

Special	Education	–	Panayoti	
  
Math - The sixth graders have extended their knowledge of algebra by practicing balancing equations. The 
students learned “inverse relationships” by using a scale and applied their knowledge to solving various types of 
equations.  

To celebrate the season, as well as practice their knowledge of money, students also worked on a “Holiday 
Shopping Spree” project. The students made a gift wish list for their friends and family, selected items from 
store circulars, and designed a poster to showcase their learning of budgeting for the holidays. The students had 
a great time selecting “presents” for their friends and families.  

English - The students spent the month of December studying the elements of poetry. Students learned various 
forms of figurative language, including similes, metaphors, personification, alliteration, assonance, and 
onomatopoeia. The students enjoyed learning these forms with the use of lyrics in current and past music 
genres. The students listened to various songs, and noted the use of figurative language within the songs. The 
students also read various poems by noted authors such as Emily Dickinson and discussed the various poetic 
devices used. As a final project, students researched poems and created their own poetry poster.  

Science - The sixth graders have continued their study of the topics surrounding weather and climate. Through 
videos, online modules, science articles and class discussions, the students studied how climate change is 
occurring at a rapid rate and how this is affecting us globally, as well as our daily lives . Renewable and 
nonrenewable energy sources were discussed, including fossil fuels and solar energy. Class discussions also 
focused on the changes that people can make to conserve both energy and water. 

ESL – Manicone 

This month our class has reinforced concepts in English/Language Arts.  December started with a review of 
nonfiction text features.  Students described various features and searched for them in books, articles and 
textbooks.  We also discussed main ideas and supporting details.  We read passages and tried to find main ideas 
together and individually. 

Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4 Art- Students finished their Franz Marc inspired projects this month. Students are starting up work on 
artwork based off of the style of Piet Mondrian. They are focusing on the radically simplified paintings he 
created that often included geometric shapes of solid primary colors. 
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Grade 5 Art – Students are finishing their heraldry inspired designs.  They are studying the symbols used in a 
coat of arms and what meanings were associated with them. The students will then create their own shield 
designs. Afterwards, students have begun work on creating their own comic book characters. 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
December, 2018 

!31



! !

!  

Grade 6 Art- Students have begun work on a project where they are creating Illuminated letter designs that they 
will then emboss onto copper foil and color with ink. The letters are self-portraits that use symbolism to 
describe how they see themselves. 
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Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all music classes and grades we focus on a patriotic song. Our patriotic song for December 
America “My Country Tis of Thee.”  To honor our vast cultural tapestry we sang different songs that 
highlighted the holidays that happen in December, along with a student requested holiday sing-along. 

Fourth grade 
Students have successfully learned how to sing and play the piece “Come to Play” our theme song for the Link-
Up Concert Series. The three different parts of the song exhibit the various vocal ranges of students creating an 
opportunity for students to see where their voices shine.  The second part of the piece gives them an opportunity 
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to shine with their recorder performance.  Students are required to play notes A, B, C, D, and G in this piece a 
particularly difficult passage.  We are pleased at how well this piece is coming along.   

Fifth graders  
The New Jersey Performance Standards for music frequently mandate the use of standard notation in the music 
education environment.  Iconic/graphic notation is an intermediate step, but literacy with standard music 
notation is the goal. Students in fifth grade are learning how to compose simple quarter note and rest rhythms in 
2/4, ¾, and 4/4 in general music to improve that skill.  

Sixth graders  
More than anything else what makes a work of art unique and different is the person who creates it.  Students in 
6th grade this month learned how important music is in school.  We talked about instrument families  (band) 
and vocal ranges (choir) 

BAND 
Congratulations to all of the students in band for another wonderful concert!  We certainly have a very 
musically talented school here at WRIS.  Great job everyone. 

Library/Media – Diaz 

Library/Media Center – Diaz 
The Wood-Ridge Intermediate School students have been very busy working on their Hour of Code  through, 
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn . Based on their level of ability, students explored Minecraft Hero’s Journey, 
Minecraft Designer, Dance Party Code as well as Google Santa Tracker Code. 

Students with the most lines of  code:  
● Grade 6:  Zoe Herishen with 1,358 lines of code.  
● Grade 5: Mardaux Castillo with 3,698 lines of code. 
● Grade 4: Julian Nasindrowicz with 874 lines of code. 

Physical Education – Rella 

During the month of December, all students have been working on manipulative skills, such as 
dribbling, passing, and shooting a basketball. Many new games were taught to students to 
teach them how to dribble, steal, pass, and shoot. Some of the activities they engaged in were 
Knockout, Number Basketball, Basketball Pinball, and Dribbling relays to name just a few. 
In addition, we had our Hoop Shoot Contest, which took place in their P. E. classes. The winners 
of the contest will go on to compete in Hasbrouck Heights. Congratulations to our winners 
below that will represent WRIS on January 3rd!! 
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Speech – Pittaro 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Children participated in group 
and/or individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs. December focused on exciting 
holiday themed activities.  Students working on increasing their expressive language wrote letters to children in 
specialized hospitals. This activity was used to not only spread holiday cheer but as a good opportunity for 
students to reflect on their own blessings in addition to learning about other holidays that are celebrated while 
working on improving their writing through complex and compound sentences. Additionally, students working 
on their expressive and receptive language skills created sentences using various homonyms. Students practiced 
their articulation skills by thinking of adjectives, verbs, and nouns with their sounds related to the holiday they 
celebrate. Many of the goals worked on included mastering a particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/and /
ch/, increasing vocabulary, comprehension, and inferencing skills. 
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STEM Club – Oppido 

The fourth grade STEM Club members met this month twice; December 5th and the 19th.  The group finally 
finished their construction pieces at our first meeting this month. They were displayed in the foyer in the front 
of the building for all to see.   

During our second and last meeting, I decided to try an experiment with the group.  In small groups, they were 
asked to make “snow” and create a snowman.  Below are some pictures from the meeting. I think it was an 
overall success!  

																					� 						� 	
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club held meetings in December. These meetings were held for the continuation of the audition 
process and callbacks. Students signed up for roles that they were interested in and have had the chance to read 
and sing from a set script and score provided by the Drama Club coordinator from the ShowKit. A committee of 
teachers from within WRIS then, evaluated students. The process will continue until all roles are casted. The 
students will begin to get notified of their parts in the coming weeks. 

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club Activity -  December – WR Jr/Sr HS – Vocal Ensemble 2018 

Meeting Date (s) - All Meetings are held in the WRIS Music Room on Wednedays from 3pm – 3:45pm.    
   December: 5 & 12 

Rehearsal:   
12/5/18 - 27 Students attended 
● Sign-In Sheet 
● Changed songs for the concert to make it achievable.  (I arranged a Medley)  Students learned in 1 

session and were able to sing through all the songs.  1st verses of each song. Went over the concert 
information again. 
○ Feliz Navidad 
○ Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
○ Silent Night 
○ Joy to the World 
○ Santa Clause is Coming to Town 
○ 12 Days of Christmas 
○ We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
○ Hine Ma Tov 
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12/12 - 32 Students attended 
● Sign-In Sheet 
● Sang Through all the songs and went over the roster for the concert program and what they are to wear 

for the concert!  They will also sing with the HS Glee Club on 12/14 during the in school concert/
assembly. 
○ Feliz Navidad 
○ Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
○ Silent Night 
○ Joy to the World 
○ Santa Clause is Coming to Town 
○ 12 Days of Christmas 
○ We Wish You a Merry Christmas 
○ Hine Ma To 

12/13/18 - 33 students attended - Performed in 2 concerts. One for the student body (9:45am 4th - 6th), then one 
for the parents (1:30pm) 

12/14/18 - 33 students attended - Performed with the Jr/Sr HS Glee Club 

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field Trips - Working on planning a trip to NJPAC during the day for the 
Choir….maybe 2 trips.  Will touch base with Mr. Lisa and busing before sending in the Trip request form.  For 
the Spring 

Safety Patrol – Johnson 

The WRIS Safety Patrol has continued to add some new members to our squads and have rotated posts 
consistently.  Soon I would expect that each Patrol member will have worked at every post we have at our 
building. 
As the holidays approached in the month of December, the WRIS met together to celebrate.  Thank you to all 
members and all parents who brought in snacks for our party.  We had some of the most delicious treats. It was a 
perfect way to start our holiday break. 

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

Meeting this month focused on collaboration with the choir and the band for the winter concert.  The young 
artists made snowflakes, gingerbread cookies, instruments, and trees. 

Attendance: 
Tuesday December 4, 2018:  Grade 5:  13 students     Grade 6:  3 students 
Tuesday December 11, 2018:  Grade 4:  20 students 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
December, 2018 

!38



� 	

� 	 	 	 	 � 	

As Stage Crew advisor I helped Mrs. Muscle with Drama Club auditions. 
Auditions were held on: 
● Wednesday December 5 
● Wednesday December 12 
● Thursday December 13 

Student Council - Negro 

September 26th:   Met with sixth grade students who are interested in running for a position on the school’s 
Student Council. 

September 28th: Met with fourth and fifth grade students who are interested in running for a position as a 
homeroom representative.   
 
*Letters of interest due October 2nd 

October 11th: Met with all candidates to discuss the election process.  Campaign posters and speeches are due 
to me by 10/22.  We will meet on that day to hang posters from 3-3:30.   

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
December, 2018 

!39



students in attendance: Abdel Elkeshk, Skylar Melis, Kaitlyn Fiorillo, Giancarlo Valente, Aliyanna LaFonte, 
Grace Masterson, Sophia Malave, Ella Scarvaglione, Peter LaRosa, Anthony Drotos, Isabella Drotos, Julian 
Nasindrowicz, Danielle Kedersha, Alasdair Walsh, Nicholas Mesuk, Thomas Garolfolo, Dean Mahbub, Zoe 
Herishen, Emarriyya Bradshaw, Maryana Acemyan, Isabella Clark, Megan Aedo, Henry Magnusson, Luca 
Gadaleta, Ryleigh Lange, Jake Burke, Madeline McCotter, Saanvi Zota, Owen Dodds, Emilia Belli, Taha Gulal 

October 22nd: Met with students to create ballots for elections and to hang posters.   

students in attendance:  Abdel Elkeshk, Skylar Melis, Aliyanna LaFonte, Sophia Malave, Ella Scarvaglione, 
Peter LaRosa, Anthony Drotos, Isabella Drotos, Julian Nasindrowicz, Danielle Kedersha, Alasdair Walsh, 
Nicholas Mesuk, Thomas Garolfolo, Dean Mahbub, Isabella Clark, Luca Gadaleta, Madeline McCotter, Saanvi 
Zota, Owen Dodds, Emilia Belli, Taha Gulal 

November 1st: Meeting with elected members of Student Council 

● have students join Google Classroom 
● discuss Thanksgiving food drive and have students create posters to hang around school 
● share ideas for future community and school activities 

students in attendance: Nicholas Mesuk, Danielle Kedersha, Saanvi Zota, Thomas Garofolo, Skylar Melis, 
Isabella Drotos, Emilia Belli, Aliyanna LaFonte, Jake Burke, Ryleigh Lange, Henry Magnusson 

November 15th: meeting cancelled due to snow 

November 29th: Meeting with all Student Council members 

● discussed holiday drive, made posters to promote holiday drive, made cards for Dylan F. (recipient of 
holiday drive gifts), wrote scripts to read to homerooms about holiday drive 

students in attendance: Nicholas Mesuk, Danielle Kedersha, Saanvi Zota, Thomas Garofolo, Skylar Melis, 
Emilia Belli, Aliyanna LaFonte, Jake Burke, Ryleigh Lange, Henry Magnusson, Zoe Herishen 

December 6th:  Meeting with all Student Council members 

● sorted gifts for holiday drive 
● discussed future spirit days and recipients of collected money 
● December spirit day: Ugly Sweater Day 
● team building scavenger hunt game 

students in attendance: Nicholas Mesuk, Danielle Kedersha, Saanvi Zota, Thomas Garofolo, Skylar Melis, 
Isabella Drotos, Emilia Belli, Aliyanna LaFonte, Jake Burke, Ryleigh Lange, Henry Magnusson 
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December 13th: Meeting with all Student Council members 

● create and hang posters for Ugly Sweater Day 
● decide on a January spirit day to propose to Mr. Lisa  
● discuss additional donation recipients  (pajama donation/ pj day) 

students in attendance: Saanvi Zota, Thomas Garofolo, Skylar Melis, Isabella Drotos, Emilia Belli, Jake Burke, 
Ryleigh Lange, Henry Magnusson, Zoe Herishen 

Journalism – Diaz 

The Journalism Club is happy to announce their Holiday Edition  of The WRIS Gazette, a paper by the students 
for the students.  

December 4, 2018 
● Autumn H 
● Nicholas M 
● Isabella C 
● Mikaela A 
● Danielle K 
● Carly H 
● Dean M 
● Franco M 
● Julian N 
● Alasdair W 
● Brody J 
● Oliver J 
● Shannon Q 
● Emma K-M 
● Melissa N 
● Thomas G 

December 18, 2018 
● Autumn H 
● Isabella C 
● Thomas G 
● Dean M 
● Franco M 
● Julian N 
● Alasdair W 
● Brody J 
● Oliver J 
● Shannon Q 
● Emma K-M 
● Melissa N 
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English Department 

Pete Forman 
11th Grade American Literature 
While working on research based assessments using the MLA method, students are focusing on the works of the 
Transcendentalist writers and their contribution to American Identity.   In class, we will be studying the literature of Henry 
David Thoreau and Emily Dickinson in an effort to further answer our year long essential question: How does American 
literature define the American dream? 

11th Grade Honors American Literature 
Honors students are examining critical commentary focused on the works of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David 
Thoreau. Their research will lead to an additional updates to their year long collaborative web sites. Students are also 
reading extended essays with the full length text, Transcendentalism: Extended Essays. The honors students are 
continually meeting outside of school in their Socratic sessions to discuss literature.  

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I students finished reading Laurie Halse Anderson’s novel Speak, and completed many comprehension and 
analytical questions. They wrote a narrative essay retelling a scene from a different character’s point of view. Students 
have also started their combined English/ World History MLA research paper about a pivotal person, group, or event in 
history; so far they have chosen a topic, written a thesis, and used the library databases as they created their preliminary 
works cited.  

English I Honors 
English I Honors students finished reading Charles Dickens’ classic novel Great Expectations. To review, each student 
gave an oral summary of key scenes from the perspective of a different character. Students also contributed a page to the 
class “zine” of creative writing based on the book and its characters. They are currently reading Marjane Sartrapi’s 
autobiography, Persepolis. Students have also started their combined English/ World History MLA research paper about a 
pivotal person, group, or event in history; so far they have chosen a topic, written a thesis, and used the library databases 
as they created their preliminary works cited.  

Melissa Papp 
English Language Arts, Grade 8 
During December, the eighth graders continued to study World War II, themes of survival, civilization versus savagery, 
and good versus evil in Golding’s Lord of the Flies.  In addition to text based writing tasks, students began to complete 
independent research projects where they seek to prove that Lord of the Flies is an accurate allegory, analyzing and 
applying a variety of sources to argumentative writing through Zaner-Bloser’s Strategies for Writers series.  Finally, they 
have continued to practice and apply new vocabulary into their daily writing. 

English Language Arts, Grade 8 Honors 
During December, the eighth grade honors students have continued their study of Lord of the Flies including themes of 
survival, civilization versus savagery, and good versus evil and are nearing completion of the unit.  In addition to text 
based writing tasks, students progressed toward completion of independent research projects where they seek to prove that 
Lord of the Flies is an accurate allegory, analyzing and applying a variety of sources to argumentative writing through 
Zaner-Bloser’s Strategies for Writers series.  Finally, they also have continued to practice and apply grammar and new 
vocabulary into their daily writing. 

Rebecca Landes  
English Language Arts Grade 7 
Grade 7 Language Arts students have been reading The Westing Game and focusing on plot, characterization, point of 
view, and setting. They have also learned new vocabulary from their reading, and defined and completed original 
sentences based on these words. Assessments have included chapter quizzes, guided reading questions, small-group 
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discussions, homework, and participation. The students also completed business letters to a company they would like to 
work for or a college of their choice. 

English Resource Grade 10 
The students have been reading various short stories and focusing on point of view, characterization, plot, and setting. 
They have also been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the workbook. 
Assessments have included guided reading questions, quizzes, class participation, and homework. 

English Resource Grade 11 
Grade 11 students have been reading The Contender by Robert Lipsyte, They have also been working on weekly Wordly 
Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the workbook. Assessments have included guided reading questions, 
quizzes, class participation, and homework. 

Lara Schmitt 
7th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
Halfway through the second marking period, the seventh graders have been working hard studying characters in their 
mentor and independent texts.  They have been working on identifying character traits as well as supporting their claims 
with text evidence, examples, reasons, and explanations.  They have also been practicing identifying character growth and 
change, as well as connecting characters across texts and to themselves.  Furthermore, they have been editing and 
publishing their personal narratives, learning how to provide meaningful feedback to their peers as well as self-assessing 
their own work. 
  
We are looking forward to the second half of the marking period, moving into our next literary elements unit in both 
reading and writing workshop! 

Kelly Manicone 
ESL II 
Throughout December we practiced working with prepositions.  We identified them in sentences, and described items in 
our classroom.  We continued to write paragraphs using prepositional phrases, identified them in song lyrics, and 
presented our findings.  Finally, before wrapping up our unit, we applied using prepositions to explain and write about 
what we students learned in various Science classes.   

ESL III 
In December, we wrapped up a unit on Superlative and Comparative adjectives, then moved into a brief nonfiction unit. 
 The unit started with a background of World War I, vocabulary from the book, “The Christmas Truce”.  The book story 
about the when the troops in the trenches stopped fighting, put their weapons down and celebrated with the enemy.  The 
class read excerpts from select chapter while we worked on comprehension and fluency.  At the conclusion of reading, we 
watched the movie   

Robert Berger 
Resource English 8b 
Students have been working on grammar edits daily. They have continued to edit and refine their memoirs that they wrote 
for the class describing an event from their past. They worked in small groups and pairs editing and teacher conferencing. 
They finished up with presenting their final papers to the class, and peer grading. Students continue to use Khan Academy 
to practice skills.  

Kimberly Millar 
English II and English II (H) 
The English II classes have just finished the thematic unit on Civil Rights.  After completing a rhetorical analysis of 
Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream speech, students created advertisements in which they had to incorporate examples 
of ethos, pathos, and logos to sell their products. Next, they will begin an interdisciplinary unit on the progression of 
women’s rights in America.  All classes will read Kate Chopin’s ironic short story, The Story of an Hour and feminist 
literature by Dorothy Parker.  The English II (H) classes will also read The Awakening by Kate Chopin and excerpts from 
The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan to evaluate how each is a representation of the society in which they were 
written. Students are also preparing for upcoming midterms.  
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Chris Green 
Engish IV College Prep 
Students have just completed an in depth research project on 17/18th century literary period in British Literature class.  
The project required students to research an assigned topic and then complete a verbal presentation in class. They will be 
selecting topics for their upcoming Research paper and submitting a thesis shortly.  

English Honors 
Students completed an Interdisciplinary Project based on their assigned novels marking periods one and two.  They 
completed character analysis research on a character of their choice, and using Google Art.com, they then selected artwork 
that expressed the emotions of their character. 
Google Art.com represents museums worldwide and students have the opportunity to do a "Virtual Tour" in the museum. 

AP English 
Students are preparing for the AP test in May 2019...They are taking prep tests to prepare for both the multiple choice and 
the writing sections of the test.  They take the tests under timed conditions.  They are continuing to read assigned 
selections in preparation for the May test. 

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of December students are continuing to learn MLA formatting and how it is used throughout the 
research paper especially in text citations and works cited pages. Students have also completed a Cause-and-Effect Report, 
their third writing piece with the guidance of Zaner-Bloser Strategies for Writers. Students continue to read their first 
novel The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin. Students are being tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used 
throughout. Students will complete the second marking period at the end of the month and begin reading their second 
novel The Outsiders by Susan Eloise Hinton.  

English 7 Honors 
Throughout the month of December students are continuing to learn MLA formatting and how it is used throughout the 
research paper especially in text citations and works cited pages. Students have also completed a Cause-and-Effect Report, 
their third writing piece with the guidance of Zaner-Bloser Strategies for Writers. Students have also continued to work on 
their second dialectical journal that will be due the beginning of January. Students continue to read their first novel The 
Call of the Wild by Jack London. Students are being tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used 
throughout. Students have begun working on their second Dialectical Journal.  

Music Department 

Melissa Manolakakis 
Choir Classes  
Preparation for the holiday concert by decorating the auditorium, setting up the sound and risers, gave placement on and 
off the stage and drilled their harmonies. The concert was on Tuesday, December 18, 2018 at 7pm in the Auditorium. They 
also performed 2 concerts for the school (grades 7 - 9 and grades 10 - 12) on 12/21/18 on the half day. Both concerts are 
their mid-term. The concert was recorded and critiqued the following week after the show.   
 All the classes: , 1. Grades 7 th – 8 th comprised of 115 students and 2. Grades 9th - 12th comprised of 100. 
Students in Glee Club will perform with the choir and as an individual group. The songs we are singing in HS Choir are: 
“Irving Berlins Christmas” - Medley 5 songs - Happy Holidays, I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm, Count Your 
Blessings Instead of Sheep, Snow and White, Christmas; Christmas Medley: Feliz Navidad, Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer, Silent Night, Santa Claus is Coming to Town, Twelve Days of Christmas and We Wish You a Merry Christmas. 
The songs we are singing in MS Choir are: “Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!”, “Silver Bells”, “Jingle Bell Rock” 
and “All I Want for Christmas Is You” 
 We had over 200 students participate and over 300 in attendance to the concert. The video will be uploaded to 
youtube the 2nd week of January 2019. 

Musical Theater - They worked on creating the video segments for the Holiday Concerts. All students will participate in 
acting, filming and directing. Working on stage presence, vocal technique and musical theater movement. In addition they 
will help create the program and decorate the Auditorium for the Holiday Concert. 
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Glee Club - Our Glee Club and Concert Band performed at C.E. Doyle, WRIS and R.L.Craig 
Schools on 12/14/18. We performed 3 - 1 hour Holiday Concerts with a sing-a-long at the end. It 
was wonderful for our students to give back to the community and spread some Holiday Spirit. 

Toni Baumgartner 
Band 
American Popular Music  

• Jazz as popular music 
• Technology in the jazz age 
• Cuban dance styles 

Middle School Band Class 
• New notes, new rhythms, blending 
• Keeping a steady beat 
• Warm ups (Bb scale & arpeggios, Eb scale & arpeggios) 
• Setting up instruments and getting ready for rehearsal in a timely fashion 
• Performance in the Holiday Concert 

High School Band Class 
• Notes, rhythms, blending, intonation 
• Warm ups 
• Tuning up 
• Dynamics 
• Lip Slurs/ Flexibility study 
• Concert band songs for holiday concert 

Music Technology 
• Microphones 
• Careers in the field of music technology 
• Terms from the studio 

Holiday Tour to RL Craig School, Doyle School, Intermediate School 12/14/18 
• HS Band Class & Concert Band 
• With Glee Club & Mrs. Manolakakis 
• 3 schools - one day  
• Wonderful performances 

Holiday Concert (12/18/18)  
Performing Groups: 

1. Glee 
2. MS Band Class 
3. HS Band Class 
4. Small ensembles playing Christmas Carols 
5. Concert Band 
6. Concert Choir 
7. Sing along 

12/18/18 Holiday Concert Order  
7:00 PM Concert Band 

1. Star Spangled Banner 
Jr HS Band & Jr/Sr Concert Band 

1. Dreydl 
2. Jingle Bells (Band Arrangement) 
3. The Little Drummer Boy 

Piano Soloist 
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Jr HS Choir 
1. Let It Snow 
2. Silver Bells 
3. Jingle Bell Rock 
4. All I Want for Christmas Is You 

8:00 PM 
Glee Club: 

1. Star Spangled Banner 
2. Alma Mater 
3. Sing Me To Heaven 
4. Jingle Bells 
5. Ose Shalom 
6. Grown Up Christmas List 

HS Band Class 
1. Angels We Have Heard On High 
2. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
3. Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy 
4. Kwanzaa Celebration 
5. Jingle Bell Rock 
6. African Bell Carol 
7. Chanukah Celebration 

Piano soloist 
Sr HS Choir 

1. Irving Berlin’s Christmas 
Sing-a-long 

1. Feliz Navidad (with Band) 
2. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer (with Band) 
3. Silent Night 
4. Joy to the World 
5. Santa Claus Is Coming To Town 
6. Twelve Days of Christmas 
7. We Wish You a Merry Christmas (with Band) 

Wood-Ridge Jr / Sr HS Drama Production 
“The Gift of the Magi” 
The Wood-Ridge Jr / Sr High School Drama production performed this timeless classic on December 8, 2018 at the 
Wood-Ridge HS Auditorium at 6:00pm.  Admission was free and coffee and dessert were provided.  The students 
rehearsed two-to-three times a week for this production since the beginning of October.  The cast and crew gave a spirited 
and superb performance that evening!  We are proud of our student’s accomplishment and look forward to many 
professional-quality performances in the future. 
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Science Department 

Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine.” The focus this month was on the digestive system and associated 
disorders within the digestive system. Memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT scans and videos of actual 
surgeries, each followed by class discussion are important components to student comprehension of medical terminology. 
Discussion is a major part of the course. Students are using the terms in medical conversations as often as possible. 
Students begin to experience surgical procedures (endoscopy)and the language the physician would use. 

!  
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Anatomy & Physiology 
Currently, students are working towards completion of the skeletal and the muscular systems, examining the three muscle 
types and learning to identify the major muscles, the physiology of the sarcomere, and muscle groups in antagonistic 
pairings. A muscle group practicum was conducted in a cooperative setting. The culminating lesson of the muscle unit was 
a balance and coordination lesson, where students formed three teams and played a series of “Minute-to Win-It” physical 
challenge games.  We are now studying the circulatory system and performed a ECG physiology-based lab where students 
learned the technique of reading an ECG electrocardiogram. 

! !  

Biology 
The Biology classes have been actively engaged in a wide variety of science practices, performing multiple labs and 
exploring multiple scientific concepts.  We performed a inquiry based lab exploring the process of osmosis.  We 
conducted an investigation based upon the concept of active transport using Gizmo software and are currently exploring 
our next topic of photosynthesis and cellular respiration. We performed a paper chromatography lab separating unknown 
pigments in leaf extract samples by calculating Rf values.  We are making models of the stages of photosynthesis as well 
as modeling glycolysis and oxidative respiration.   

Keri Parry  
Physics, Chemistry, Tech. Ed, Natural Disasters  
In physics, students answered the essential questions of physics for chapter 2 that connects different types of forces, mass, 
and acceleration through a friction lab, drawing free body diagrams and solving problems.  The Tech Ed students 
demonstrated understanding about how to give credit to creative works by creating a screencast project. Chemistry applied 
the quantum model of the atom to trends and organization of the periodic table through using the periodic table graphic 
organizers, note-taking, and assessments. Finally, Natural Disasters answered all essential questions about hurricanes 
plotted the most destructive US hurricanes of 2017 using real NOAA data, and evaluated their families’ preparation for  
this natural disaster with a hurricane emergency survival checklist. 

 !  
Chemistry student work of writing electron configurations for various elements in a jigsaw activity 
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Tech. Ed. process for creating the screencast videos   

! ! !

!  
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Doubravka Hausner 
Honors Chemistry 
In Chemistry classes, students learned about the organization of periodic table and periodic trends. Students also 
completed a lab during which they identified periodic trends in the activity and solubility of the alkaline earth metals. In 
the second part of the lab students studied the solubility of magnesium, strontium, barium and calcium compounds to 
identify an unknown alkaline earth metal. This lab was followed by a full lab report. 

Chemistry  
In Chemistry classes, students learned about the organization of periodic table and periodic trends. Students also 
completed a lab during which they identified periodic trends in the activity and solubility of the alkaline earth metals. This 
lab was followed by a full lab report. In ICS class students worked on the Element research project instead of the lab. 
Students created a powerpoint slides about chosen element and presented their findings to the class.  

Forensics 
In Forensics students learnt about tool impressions. Through a classroom project students were able to make a cast of a 
tool of their choice using the play-doh and learned how to correctly photograph this type of evidence (attached pictures). 
Students are currently working on a virtual lab and solving a complicated CSI crime. 

   

Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Physical Science 
 

!  
During the month of December students in the 8th grade focused on the study of work, motion and energy.  Students 
completed a variety of hands-on labs to understand how to calculate both work and power.  The 8th graders learned how 
to use spring scales to measure force and photogates to calculate speed.  As a culminating activity students will be using 
energy car ramps and photogates to explain how energy transforms and how motion is related to energy.  In our upcoming 
unit of study, students will focus on thermal energy starting with a lab exploring which containers are the best at storing 
thermal energy.   
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7th Grade Life Science Honors 
During the month of December students in 7th grade Honors Life Science began their exploration into the behaviors of 
plants and animals.  Student’s first focus was on how traits are passed from parent to offspring.  As a hands-on activity 
students created alien creatures and explored how traits will help them in certain environments.  Students continued on 
exploring how different types of plants survive and reproduce and are currently making models of specific plants and 
explaining their life cycle.   

   

Physical Education 

Lucia DiNapoli 
Health 11 
Students are learning about the Male and Female Reproductive System.  We have discussed how it works and  the 
different parts of  the anatomy. They have also researched what could go wrong and the effects of injury to disease to the 
Reproductive systems. We have begun to review the Menstrual Cycle along with Pregnancy.  

Health 12 
Students have reviewed and been tested in CPR training.  We have also practiced and tested the topic of choking when 
conscious and unconscious in adult, child and infant. AED training was practiced as well.  They have created videos of the 
different topics including Choking, CPR Adult, CPR Infant, Unconscious Choking and AED training.  

Physical Education 
Students continue to utilize the weight room and strengthen their muscles.  We have increased repetitions and weight to all 
exercises this month as well and an abdominal routine to the workouts.  We encourage team building by playing team 
games such as Steal the Football and Badminton.  

Chris Lange  
Physical Education 
8th Grade - Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/
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flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training 
equipment into their workouts.  Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. These include archery, 
badminton, speedball and football. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.    

10th Grade Driver Education  
The students learned The New Jersey Driver’s License System including types of licenses,6 point ID verification and road 
to Learners Permit and Probationary License. Students learned requirements for Basic Driver License, taking Road test 
and reasons for rejection. Students learned about Driver Responsibility including Seat Belt laws, child safety, steering, 
proper braking and parking.  Students learned Safe driving Rules and regulations and defensive Driving. 

12th Grade Health Education 
Students learned how to administer CPR for adults and infants. Students learned about cardiac emergencies including 
heart attack cardiac arrest and stroke. Students learned  their role in the EMS system and what steps to take in an 
emergency. Students learned to check for adults in shock check unconscious person and incident stress. Students learn 
how to administer AED for adults child and infant.  

9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
 Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 minutes. Students 
performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and how to incorporate stability 
balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness days. 
 These include archery, badminton, speedball and football.  Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques 
pertaining to each activity.  
    

Andrea Marino 
Grades 8 and 9 Physical Education 
My PE classes have had activity sign ups and are currently participating in REC GAMES.  These games will include the 
following, Steal the Football, Crazy Kickball, One-Pitch wiffle ball, Newcomb/Volleyball, and Knock the pin/ball.  All 
activities allow maximum participation for the students and also give a variety of skills for them to use. 
Grade 9 Health 
Our health class has been learning through the generations, how different generations have been affected through their 
lives, and how their health triangles are coping with different situations.  The students have done a project, either a video 
or slide that shows how different generations grew up.  They had to represent, the following generations, 

1. SILENT GENERATION / MATURES/ VETERANS / TRADITIONALISTS / WORLD WAR II Born before 
1940-45 

2. BABY BOOMERS / GREAT MAJORITY: Born about 1940-45 to 1964 

3. GENERATION X / X’ers/ POST BOOMERS / THE 13TH GENERATION : Born 1960-54 to 1980 

4. MILLENNIALS / GENERATION Y / ECHO BOOMERS / BABY BUSTERS / GENERATION NEXT: Born 
1981 to 1999 

5. GEN Z, iGEN: Bo 
Through classroom discussion, and movies, we are learning how generations have had to deal with tolerance, acceptance, 
morals and values and respect.  We have completed the movie Remember the Titans, that relates to all of the above.   

Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
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lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  

Grade 8 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  

Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students are continuing to prepare for the NJ State Permit Exam.  For the month students have completed chapters 4-7 in 
the book and taken 1 additional test for the month.  Students have been completing current event assignments in order to 
be aware of any law changes to the NJ Driving System.  We have also used current events to evaluate ways to handle 
adverse driving situations should they occur.  As a class we are right on track and prepared for the State Permit Exam.  

Grade 12 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Progress Reports were submitted.  

 
World Language Department 

Angela Daniele 
Spanish 
Spanish I 

• Wrote and presented Weather Forecast for assigned Spanish-Speaking country that included Greeting, Forecast, 
and Closing vocabulary 

• Wrote dialogues on current theme vocabulary 
• Learned songs with current theme vocabulary 
• Learned about the cultural holiday events of the Spanish-speaking countries 

Spanish II 

• Daily vocabulary words 
• Paragraphs on themed vocabulary 
• Dialogues on themed vocabulary 
• Learning how to identify after-school activities 
• Affirmative/Negative phrases and using them to describe school 
• School-themed topics written and oral presentations 
• Learned about the cultural holiday events of the Spanish-speaking countries 

Tess Iannacco 
Italian 
The Italian I classes learned vocabulary regarding school, subjects, and agendas. They also learned where Italian is 
spoken, what are idiomatic expressions, dialects and idioms. They learned about Vatican City and the Republic of San 
Marino. They watched videos of the two cities. They learned how to read information about a schedule and relay that 
information to others. They learned how to tell time-the 24 hour clock- and subject pronouns, adjectives agreement and 
the verb “essere”. We will begin the chapter on leisure activities and hobbies.  
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Italian II 
This class learned about shopping, talked about food and discussed grocery shopping. They learned new vocabulary 
related to this theme. They listened to authentic recordings of real conversation and were able to comprehend and answer 
the questions that followed the dialogues.  They learned the correct pronunciation of the combination letter gl, two 
proverbs related to food and chores.  Complex idiomatic expressions such as: siamo troppo giovani per morire!  Fra un 
attimo. Beh! Eccomi qua! etc. were learned. Students in the Italian Club had fun preparing la bruschetta from fresh, simple 
ingredients.  

Italian III 
This class learned vocabulary regarding the morning routine and their relation to reflexive and reciprocal verbs/pronouns. 
They learned about natural products, idiomatic expression using  this vocabulary such as: “un tipo in gamba” una 
persona alla mano”, costa un occhio della testa” , “avere le mani bucate”, avere la testa fra le nuvole”, avere un diavolo 
per capello”.  They also learned about the adverbs “ci” and “ne” and how to use them. We watched an Italian television 
ad with John Travolta to  complete this unit.  

Italian IV 
This class continued to learn about human interactions and discuss a plethora of topics.    We learned new vocabulary 
related to personal relationships, we watched the short story “La Scarpa” and discussed the central theme presented in this 
cortometraggio. We read “Gli Italiani nel mondo” and discussed the early wave of Italian immigration here from the end 
of the 1800 up to 1960. We discussed the invention of Antonio Meucci and Guglielmo Marconi, and researched famous 
Italian-Americans in every field. We reviewed the present tense of regular and irregular verbs. We read the cultural story 
“Perche’ studi l’Italiano?” and discussed their personal reason. We read  Salvatore Fiume’s “Il Supplente” and discussed 
the central thesis of it: Love.  
This month, in preparation of the Holidays, the Italian Club prepared Tiramisu’.  

Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish II 

• Written test assessing ability to use present tense (including stem-change verbs), affirmative and negative words, 
and appropriate vocabulary both to talk about class-related activities and demonstrate reading and listening 
comprehension related to said activities 

• Introduction to unit related to extracurricular activities 
• Exercises related to using adjectives to compare 

Spanish III 
• Class activities, group and written assessments related to sporting competitions 
• imperfect past tense and usages 
• Written test related to differentiating between usages of past tenses and camping and competitions situations 
• Introduction of health/nutrition chapter and command tense 

Spanish IV 
• vocabulary and study related to environmental issues 
• Investigation into different usages of the subjunctive mood in Spanish and how to distinguish between when to 

use different subjunctive and indicative tenses focusing adjective clauses and whether referring to a defined, 
definite subject or an undefined, hypothetical subject 

• Incorporation of more conjunctions that necessitate the use of subjunctive tenses 
• Habitat project using www.biodiversidad.gob.mx to research regarding environmental issues related to a specific 

habitat in Mexico and efforts by the Mexican government to combat problems and come up with solutions 
Spanish AP 

• short, timed grammar practice  
• short, timed listening comprehension exercises  
• reading comprehension exercises 
• short, timed interpersonal writing practice 
• Introduction to speaking sections and the Belleza unit 
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Social Studies Department 

Steve Schneidman 
8th Grade Honors Class 
They finished working on a document based question analyzing documents and writing an essay on how democratic was 
Andrew Jackson. 
They have started the chapter on westward expansion. Topics in this chapter include the Texas Revolution, the Mexican 
American War, and the California Gold Rush. 

8th Grade general education students finished the chapter on the Age of Jackson. They also finished a document based 
question essay on Andrew Jackson. They have just begun the chapter on westward expansion. Topics include the reasons 
why Americans began to settle on the west coast, the Mormons, the Alamo, and the Mexican American War. 

7th grade general education have finished the chapter on New Empires in America. Topics included the Vikings, Prince 
Henry the Navigator, Christopher Columbus, Spanish explorers, the Protestant Reformation, the beginnings of the slave 
trade in North America. 
The class has begun a document based question on the travels of Ferdinand Magellan. 

Gianna Catalano - Social Studies 
US History I 
The class continued with the reading and understanding as well as analyzing the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendment. 
Students then learned about the era of Reconstruction, looking specifically at the presidency of Andrew Johnson and the 
issue of impeachment. The students also had to look at what American life was like for newly freed African Americans by 
analyzing and understanding primary source documents. The class then started the next part of the unit, which is 
Westernization. Throughout this part of the unit students have been looking closely at lives of Native Americans and how 
the United States Government displaced many of them. Students have been completing map work, writing assignments as 
well as analyzing primary and secondary source documents. Students will soon complete a unit test, which will assess 
their ability to read and understand documents as well as their knowledge of the era of Reconstruction and Westernization. 

World History  
The class continued with the unit on Absolutism and monarchs. Students wrapped up the unit by completing a unit test, 
which assessed their ability to read and understand documents as well as their knowledge of the era. Students then started 
a new unit on the topic of the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment. Students researched specific scientists and 
enlightenment thinkers working collaboratively with their peers. The class also analyzed song lyrics from different time 
periods and had to find the Enlightenment ideas within them. Students also analyzed primary source documents of the 
United States government in order to discover which Enlightenment ideas were established within them. 

Unsolved Mysteries in History 
The class has continued to research and discover different mysteries in history. The students started a new unit on 
Anastasia Romanov and the killing of her family. The class had to explore different theories surrounding the mystery, 
trying to figure out if Anastasia died with the rest of her family or if she escaped and lived out the rest of her life in hiding. 
Students were assessed by writing a research paper surrounding the topic of Anastasia. Next, the class explored the 
kidnapping of Charles Lindbergh’s baby. Students had to look at the evidence surrounding the person convicted of the 
crime and decide if they believe he did it or not. The class also explored other options of who could have committed the 
crime or if there were any accomplices involved. Students are in the process of writing their research papers on this topic. 
The following unit will discuss Amelia Earhart and her disappearance.  

Victor Minnocci 
AP US History  
The class began the month analyzing Manifest Destiny. The class explored the annexation of Texas and the Mexican 
American War. The sectional struggles resulting from the land gained from Mexico and the Compromise of 1850 was 
discussed. The Kansas - Nebraska Act with the concept of popular sovereignty led to “Bleeding Kansas. The Dred Scott 
decision and John Brown’s raid at Harper’s Ferry increased sectional struggles. This led to the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. The class will be completing the Civil War and Reconstruction by winter recess. 
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Honors U.S. History II  
The class is exploring the U.S. in WWII.  Analyzing how the U.S. mobilized for defense after Pearl Harbor. The increase 
in war production and price controls along with rationing was discussed. Currently the class is exploring the war for 
Europe and North Africa. FDR’s and Churchill’s war plans were described. The significance of the Battle of the Atlantic 
and Stalingrad are currently being explored. After completing the War in Europe the class will begin analyzing the war in 
the Pacific. 

Current Issues   
The class continues to explore international, national and local current events. Major topics included the California 
wildfires, immigration and the economy. President Trump’s policy concerning the caravan attempting to enter the U.S. and 
the problems on the border were discussed. The recent attack in France is a recent topic in international current events. 
The students are assigned a topic every class to investigate and complete a 5w. 

Kim Forsyth 
7th Grade 
This month we studied early explorers that traveled to the New World to settle the first colonies in North and South 
America.  We began with Erik the Red and Viking culture and “traveled” through the experiences of pioneers such as 
Francisco Pizzaro, John Cabot, Henry Hudson, and Giovanni Verrazano.  Students also learned about the series of choices 
made by Europeans and how they affected cultures across miles of oceans.  We look forward to our return from winter 
break where we will take a more in-depth look at the settlements that eventually formed our nation. 

U.S. History II 
This month we fully immersed ourselves into the events and decisions that led to World War II.  We spent a significant 
amount of time analyzing the motives behind each country’s leaders to propel themselves into a favorable position in the 
war.  We explored the Battles of the Atlantic, Midway, and the Invasion of Normandy to name a few and identified the 
impact that each had on political relationships, geographic landscapes, and individual troops and their families.  Students 
recognized the significant effort that Americans put forth into the war effort both abroad and at home and differentiated 
between the experience of soldiers and those that were on the “front lines” in their family home.  We look forward to 
continuing our recent studies on the impact of the war’s end on nations throughout the world and how tensions between 
the United States and the Soviet Union led to the Cold War. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
December was filled with fascinating figures in World History and revolutionary ideas about government and the way our 
society functions. In covering the unit on Absolute rule- the Enlightenment students learned about controversial and 
interesting leaders, rulers, and philosophers from Voltaire and Locke to King Henry VIII and King Louis XIV there was 
no shortage of drama during the 17th and 18th centuries.  

In addition, students started their 3 month long research project. This paper is both an English and History paper where 
students pick a historical topic and work with their English teachers on how to research it and write an organized paper. 
With a wide variety of topics available students are given the opportunity to choose something that interests them and 
learn more about that topic.  

AP United States Government and Politics 
AP students moved from the executive Branch to the Bureaucracy and then Judicial Branch. We researched and analyze 
the problems with the Bureaucracy in addition to the current situation of some of the bureaucratic agencies.  
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Math Department 

Gabe Ben-Nun 
Algebra 2  
The unit covers quadratic equations. Students learn to solve quadratic equations through factoring, square roots, 
completing the square, and the quadratic formula. Students are introduced to imaginary and complex numbers. They learn 
to perform arithmetic operations, graph, and solve quadratic equations with imaginary and complex solutions. 
Learning 

Pre-Algebra 
The students finished systems of equations. The unit uses graphing, elimination, and substitution to solve systems of 
equations. Situations will be modeled with systems and solved. Students are now using the week before the holiday break 
to do a comprehensive spiral review to cement the new skilled learned so far as well as practice some older skills that 
need re-enforcement. 

Alexis De Coma 
Resource Grade 7 
My 7th grade math class has been working hard on the main concepts on Chapter 4, ratios, rates, and proportions.  
Students have been using unit rates to find the better buy while shopping for different items online. Students have also 
been working with similar figures and scale map drawings.  We will be wrapping up the month by completing a chapter 
test and starting a fun architectural project on scale drawings. 

Lisa Ames  
Geometry 
We began chapter 4 using Explore Learning Gizmos to determine the triangle congruence postulates. We continued 
chapter 4 with proofs of congruent triangles and corresponding parts. Students worked in cooperative groups and 
completed round robin activities constructing steps and reasons of a proof. In addition, students completed weekly Khan 
Academy lessons on topics we discussed in class as well as algebra review.  

Geometry Honors 
We continued chapter 4 by completing a variety of triangle congruence proofs both by hand and using various websites. 
We finished chapter 4 by applying overlapping triangles to the congruent triangle postulates and analyzing proofs with 
these complex triangle diagrams. We also discovered the properties of isosceles and equilateral triangles and applied them 
to various diagrams to find angle measures. Students completed weekly Khan Academy lessons aligned to what we were 
learning in class.  

AP Statistics  
In December, we focused on sampling and study design. We started by a discussion of randomness and how we can 
randomly select a sample using our calculator's random number generator. Then, we applied randomness to different 
sampling techniques such as stratified, cluster, and systematic. Students applied these methods to real world applications 
and free response questions. Then, we finished the study design portion of the course by analyzing different blocking 
methods and ways to reduce bias by how a study is structured. Students completed a variety of multiple choice and free 
response questions related to study design as well as MyMath Lab problems and Khan Academy lessons.  

Statistics 
We continued chapter 5 by discussing how to determine percentiles using the standard normal table and applied this to 
real world applications. Students finished chapter 5 by applying the Central Limit Theorem to sample sizes greater than or 
equal to 30. Students completed questions on Khan Academy and MathXL to supplement what they learned in class.  
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Robert Berger 
Resource Algebra I 
Students completed have just about finished chapter 2 which pertained to solving equations. So far students have been 
exploring ratios rates and change; indirect measurement, percents and percent of change.  Students have continued taking 
weekly pop quizzes to help with remedial and basic skills, as well as completing khan academy lessons. 

Resource Algebra II 
Students have completed chapter 2 focusing on functions and graphing. So far students have been exploring families of 
functions, absolute value functions, and graphing inequalities. Students have continued taking weekly pop quizzes to help 
with remedial and basic skills, as well as completing khan academy lessons. 

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we examined multi-step equations with variables on side. We tested on equations. 
 Introduced solving one- step inequalities.  
During second week of classes we discussed two-step and multi-step inequalities. We simplified solving by combining 
like terms and using distributive property.   
During the third week of classes we discussed real world problems with inequalities. We reviewed one, two and multi-step 
inequalities and tested.    

Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1   
In the month of December, students completed multi-step equations and began inequalities.  

Geometry 
During the month, students solved problems with slopes of parallel and perpendicular lines.  Also, students worked on 
determining if triangles are congruent. 

Business Math  
Students continued to explore percent problems in the business world.  Students also completed problems in Khan 
Academy 

College Math  
Students reviewed skills from Algebra 1 that included multi step inequalities. 

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8 
Students have been working on understanding what it means to be linear verses nonlinear, proportional verses not 
proportional, and interpret and answer questions about data from graphs. They then learned about rate of change/slope and 
the initial value/y-intercept of a line. Students spent time working on exploring the equation of a line through a real world 
problem.  They had to look at different cell phone plans, make a table of values, graph the information and then interpret 
which plan would be best for different people's situations. 

Jim Santangelo 
Algebra I Honors 
Students finished a unit on linear functions.  During the unit they wrote equations of lines and graphed them on a 
coordinate plane.  Students also investigated the relationship between parallel and perpendicular lines and how to write 
their equations.  The Stock Market Project came to an end.  The group of Matt Kikkert, Braden Negro, and Kenny Tayaba 
outperformed the entire class with a whopping return of 6.38% on their portfolio!  The group even outperformed my 
portfolio by over 4% as well.  The three boys will be awarded with 10 bonus points on the project because of their results.  
Congratulations Matt, Braden, and Kenny! 
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Algebra I 
Students are in the process of completing a unit on inequalities and sets.  Students learned how to solve, graph, and apply 
inequalities in one variable.  Quizizz was used often for online assessment and reinforcement of the concepts we discussed 
this month. 

Calculus 
Students finished the introductory unit to derivatives.  They found the relationship between a derivative and the slope or 
average rate of change of a function.  They then applied the rules for differentiation to finding derivatives and equations of 
tangent lines.  Students will continue working with derivatives next month as they apply derivatives of trigonometric, 
logarithmic, and exponential functions.  They will also apply the Chain Rule to finding derivatives and apply that concept 
to implicit differentiation. 

Steve Olsen 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students started unit E covering polynomial functions. Concepts included polynomial and synthetic division, factoring 
quadratic, cubic and general form polynomials.  Students watched, summarized and questioned online instructional videos 
and were quizzed on the concepts during each daily class.  Students were formally tested with daily concept quizzes. 

Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students began unit G covering graphing sinusoidal functions.   Students watched, summarized and questioned online 
instructional videos and were quizzed on the concepts during each daily class.  Students were formally tested with daily 
concept quizzes. 

Pre-Calculus CP 
Students began unit F covering analytic trigonometry and verification of trigonometric identities.   Students watched, 
summarized and questioned online instructional videos and were quizzed on the concepts during each daily class. 

AP Computer Science Principles 
Students began Unit C related exploring the issues of privacy, community and online interactions investigating the 
implications of “big data”.  Students learned about various data encryption techniques and public key encryption.   
Students completed a practice Explore task in preparation for the AP performance task submission requirement. 

Debra Beck 
Financial Literacy  
The students explored different aspects of credit.  They investigated a credit report, searched for different types of credit 
cards and loans provided at banks. The students learned about different forms and features of credit and how to evaluate 
the costs of credit.   They completed and Everfi modules on credit score and renting vs owning a home. The class 
investigated different housing options and analyzed a lease. 

Stock Market   
The students learned about buying on margin and shorting the stock market.  The class learned about corporate actions, 
bonds and mutual funds. They investigated how bonds are rated. 

Accounting  
The students learned how to post entries to a ledger and create and interpret an income statement, balance sheet and 
statement of changes in owner’s equity.  They learned how to create and analyze profitability and liquidity ratios.  

Catherine Bethon 
Introduction to Art    
Finishing the watercolor self-portraits students are coming down to the end of the project. Still using their manipulated 
photo printed from Adobe, the students are guided through the shades and tints in their corresponding places.  The main 
color they choose evokes the feeling they believe is reflected in the self-portrait.  The background will be painted its 
complimentary color in a wash technique.   This project is based on the street art of posterized images from artist like 
Shepard Fairey. 
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Graphic Design  
Students are taking their favorite high school meme and creating comical posters.  Using prior knowledge of the 
pen tool, students will create original characters and settings.  The light-hearted laughs will not only make 
teachers smile but will resonate with students of all grades. 
 
Drawing   

Inspired by the works of Ai WeiWei, Barbara Kruger, Bansky, and Shepard Fairey the Drawing students are creating 
political/social art.  This genre of art is about movements, issues, and causes that artists care about and want to make an 
impact for change.  Nowadays political images weigh heavy in the youth culture.  Most often the youth of today don’t 
realize how much art they see every day and subconsciously how it plays a role in what they say, think, and act.  This is a 
good teaching opportunity for us to listen to each other as classmates and take the time to learn a bit more about the world 
outside of Wood-Ridge.  After several conferences with the teacher, students are in the second phase of composing their 
compositions.  Students are creating with a medium of their choosing.  Topics being used are immigration, mental health, 
pay gap, and child abuse. As a working artist myself, I’m impressed with the students’ ability to speak openly about their 
opinion and collaborate with me on morphing their message into imagery. 

.! ! !  
 

Art 8 - We are scientists and fashion designers all in one project.  Students are finishing their projects learning about the 
human anatomy by means of first understanding how the human skeleton appears under our skin.  Using magazines and a 
transfer technique, students are finding the contour lines of a minimum of seven people.  After arranging a composition 
that shows variety and movement students create the clothing for the contoured shapes.  Next, they illustrate the human 
skeleton into the space of the skin not covered by clothing.  Color and texture are added to the clothing and background.  
This is the first of many projects the students will learn this marking period that have several steps to follow for successful 
completion.   
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Sean Rutherford 
TV Production: 
This month students began working on their Movie Scene Reenactments / Movie Trailer Remix videos.  The students 
managed to blow me away with some of their work.  Students picked their own groups and had to submit a copy of their 
topic for approval.  Once approved, students had to submit a storyboard which outlined their plans for shooting their 
video.  Students were then free to film their video in and out of school.  Out of school filming required students to sign out 
equipment, but doing so allows for location shots.  Students then used the MacBooks to edit their videos.   
 

!  

This group recreated a scene from the TV show “Friends”.  It’s from season one, which is about a Thanksgiving football 
matchup called the “Geller Bowl”.  This group mimicked the scenes shot for shot, motion for motion, and even to the 
clothing.  This project is one of the best recreations I’ve seen, and it will be submitted to the Bergen County Teen Arts 
Festival.  

! !  

Top Left: Students recreate a scene from the TV show, Brooklyn Nine-Nine.  This scene has students recreating a brief 
introduction to an episode in which the eyewitness remembers the song the killer sang.  In this scene, the students sing the 
Backstreet Boys, “I Want It That Way” and laughs ensue.   
Top Right: Students recreate the workout scene from Pitch Perfect where the senior singers are training the new members. 

!  
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Web 2.0: 
With the Google Suite behind us, students have moved into Blog writing.  Students have grasped the importance of blogs 
and how they can be used for marketing, personal reflection, product updates, or organization information.  Students have 
begun writing blogs from a personal standpoint.  The first few they’ve written include topics such as your favorite things 
about winter, your favorite place to vacation, and your number one show to binge watch.  Students focus on their writing 
skills, while meeting the Web 2.0 needs.  Students learn how to properly insert a hyperlink, images, and videos. 

! !  
Top Left: Blog post about winter 
Top Right: Blog post about favorite show to binge watch 
Below: Blog post about favorite place to vacation. 
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Guidance Department 

The guidance office had an exciting and busy December. Guidance continues to work hard through the month with 
enrolling new students, and working with students with their college applications. In the last two weeks we have 
conducted four meetings with the I&RS team and began implementing plans for referred students. Instant decision days 
have been going extremely well. In the month of December, five schools came to Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School.  

In just December 37 students were accepted into Felician, New Jersey City University, Centenary University, Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, and Ramapo College on instant decision days.  A total of $390,000 in merit scholarships were 
offered at Instant Decision Days.    

Ms. Tenore and Mr. Rowley were also able to visit two major state schools that draw a large interest from the Wood-Ridge 
Population. Ms. Tenore visited Montclair State University and Mr. Rowley was able to visit The New Jersey Institute of 
Technology. Montclair has new programs to offer including Data Science and Medical Humanities.   
NJIT provided some great statistics to share with the students in the community in that currently the student population is 
made up of 90% in state students. NJIT also has a 63% acceptance rate, and over the last year has implemented new 
program for Forensic Science. Currently NJIT looks for applicants with a 3.5 GPA, a 1200 on their SAT and or a 27 
composite score on their ACT.  

The guidance department continues to work together and meeting to implement new plans for an students and collaborate 
with teachers and parents. The Wood-Ridge Academy Night was also held in December. There was a fantastic turnout 
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from parents and students who are gearing up for 9th grade. The Wood-Ridge district was eager to announce its new 
Culinary Arts and Hospitality Institute. 
 
When we return from the break Ms. Maida and the guidance department are happy to bring back Tim Shoemaker for a 
parent presentation night on January 10th to present Vaping: What’s in the Mist. This presentation will focus on the 
detection and prevention of vapes and e-cigarettes. An extensive hands-on display of all the common vaping paraphernalia 
is shared as well. Ms. Maida has created a document with important information to update Mrs. Paniagua upon her return. 

Library 
Eileen Layman 
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County Educational 
Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating school libraries.  

CIRCULATION 
Books: 61 

Interlibrary loans 
Borrowed : 12 books 
Students have been using the Media Center before and after school and between class periods.  
Students are now able to use the Media Center during their lunch periods 

Media Skills Class - Grade 7 - Marking Period 2 
Seventh grade students have completed the research on countries covering 5 continents. Each student researched the 
history and location of their chosen country. Students were able to choose other cultural aspects, including food, dating, 
recreation.  
Students also demonstrated the interactive links of the CultureGram database by using the SmartBoard. Students 
converted money, looked at world times, and played the national anthem of their country.  

World History 9 
Mrs. Layman has been collaborating with World History teachers, Ms. Catalano, Ms, Garvin and Ms. Thimmel.  Students 
have been introduced to the subscription database, ProQuest. Students located primary source material from the database. 
Students also reviewed the print sources that Mrs. Layman has displayed for the class.  
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